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Mission Statement 

Riviera Presbyterian Church is a spiritual community that   

accepts and embraces all God’s children.  
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Missy’s Message 

 
 
 

 

November 2018 

 
Dear Riviera Family, 

 

This year and next give us the Sunday after Thanksgiving, the last 
Sunday of  November as bonus days.  In both years, Advent does not 

start until December.  That means that we can actually dedicate and indulge ourselves the 

whole month of  November in our feelings of  Thanksgiving and Gratitude.  What a gift! 
 

We begin the month celebrating All Saints’ Day.  It is the day of  the year we remember with 

gratitude and thanksgiving those who have died the past year and the other saints in our lives 
no longer with us.  It is a time to recognize the gifts each person was to us and to know they 

will always live on in the ways they touched our world and made it a better place.  As we say 

the names of  our Riviera family who has died this year, we will be grateful for the long full 
lives of  several and the short but very, very special life of  our dear sweet Jae.  We thank God 

for the gift each person was and is to us and that we are forever branded because of  their 

presence.  
 

And we end the month with the Thanksgiving holiday where we recognize that all comes 

from God.  We set aside a holiday to realize the bounties in our lives and to take time to be 
thankful for what we have been given. We also remember that not all have the abundance we 

take for granted as people of  faith, we must help those whose lives are lived in the margins of  

our society.  We recognize both our privilege and our obligation.    
 

Little wonder then, that this is the month that has been set aside in churches for their           

Stewardship Sundays.  As we think of  the many blessings God has given us and we are asked 
to return a portion of  what we have to our church.  Because God has blessed us with this 

church, we can live out our mission.  Together, we can be Christ’s hands and heart to this 

world.  Together we can be the example of  unconditional love and acceptance to a world that 
has been so damaged by bigotry, hatred, and self-centeredness.  We have a mission.  Thanks 

be to God! 

 
Love, Missy 

The Rev. Martha M. Shiverick 

 

 

 
 
 



3 

 

The annual Thanksgiving Service 

takes place on Wednesday,        

November 14th at 7 pm. This is a 

special time for members of         

different faith communities to 

come together in the spirit of           
gratitude.   

 

Service will be held at Temple Judea, 5500 Granada Blvd, Coral Gables, FL 33146  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Good Byes are  Hard!!!! 

Thank you to Seth Carlson and Lauren Hartman!  Seth and Lauren have been a blessing to 
us for the past 10 months.  Their last Sunday with us will be November 4th as they have tak-

en other positions at First United Methodist Church of  Coral Gables.  We have so enjoyed 

having them as a part of  our Riviera family and will miss their presence within our church 
and its community.  Thank you Seth and Lauren! 

Love, Missy  

Worship & Music News... 

Congregational Care News ... 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Justin H. on his promotion to Corporal in 

the Marines. 

Congratulations to Gage G. on becoming  a Marine.  

Thank you and your families for your service! 



4 

WHY I BELONG TO  

RIVIERA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
I was born into a church going family. Going to church and having faith in God has been 

the cornerstone of  my life since birth. 

I was taught by the evangelical church I was born into that homosexuality was a sin – no 

discussion. So when I began to realize that I was attracted to other women, I had to bury 

those feelings deep inside. 

Once I came to the realization that I had to be true to who I now know God made me to 

be, I had the fear that I would no longer be welcome in any church. This was a devastating 

thought to me, one I didn’t want to accept. 

I decided to look online to see if  there were any gay friendly churches in my area. My 

search brought up Riviera. I looked at the website, read one or two of  the pastor’s sermons 

online, and I decided to give it a try. 

What I found was a very warm and welcoming group of  people of  all kinds, gay, straight, 

young, old. Not only did they accept me for who I was; it didn’t even seem to be an issue 

for them. I was fully embraced and almost immediately joined the choir, who also wel-

comed me with open arms. 

As time went on I became more involved, teaching Bible studies, becoming an elder and the 

chair of  Christian Education, along with numerous other areas of  the church. 

In a lot of  ways, Riviera came into my life at a time when I most needed support and en-

couragement. It is so wonderful that I have a place where I can continue to use my God    

given gifts in the service of  God ‘s people. I know God brought me to Riviera and I am   

forever grateful to be a part of  a church that seeks to serve and help those who are in need. 

Karen Collier 

Elder 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Corey L. - 1 

Sarah G. - 6 

Ellen A. - 8 

Jakk S. - 10 

Graham G. - 16 

Tracey S. - 23 

Barbara P. - 28 

Blessings On Your Birthday 

The Fellowship Committee organizes and supports events that offer opportunities for fostering 

friendships, building connections, and having fun! Come and join in the fun. More organizers, 

shoppers, cooks, decorators, and servers are always needed and welcome on the Committee. You 

can participate in all events or just a few as your schedule allows.  Committee normally meets on 

the first Sunday of  the month during First Sunday Potluck Lunch.   

Another event that is organized by the Fellowship Committee is Holy Grounds/Refreshments 

which is one of  the most integral portions of  our Sunday worship experience held after worship 

each week. Holy Grounds offers visitors their first opportunity to meet our congregation, while        
also providing  current members and friends an opportunity to share and socialize.  None of  this 

would be possible without the hosts that provide the refreshments each Sunday.  Please visit the 

information table in the Welcome Area/Narthex to sign up for a Sunday to provide refreshments.  

If  you are interested in the activities of  this committee or if  you would like more information, 

please contact the Committee Chair, Allison at rnbowgrl34@yahoo.com 
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Sunday, November 25 after worship all are invited for Riviera’s tradition of  decorating  the 

sanctuary for Advent and Christmas season.  All ages are invited.  Refreshments will be     

served.  

RPC Wish List... 

 12 cup coffee maker - new or gently used 

 32 - 35’ Smart TV - new or gently used 

Session News... 

 The Mission Committee is in the process of  applying for Riviera to become a 
     Hunger Action Certified Congregation of  the PCUSA.  
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Christian Education News... 

You are invited to 

Theology Over 

Morning Java          

Sundays at 9:30am 
in the church library.                  

Elder Chuck             
Hannemann leads 
this class for all 

adult ages and all 
spiritual stages.  

Women’s  
Study Group 

Will meet on Thursday, 

November 15th at 

7:00pm in the church 

library.  

Christian Education for children 

The Deep Blue Mission: 

Reaching, empowering, and equipping children, and 
those who care for them, with grace-based resources that 

help them on the journey. 

Deep Blue Kids will… 

Be with God 

Love God and neighbor 

Understand themselves as children of  God 

Explore faith and the Bible  

Deep Blue offers meaningful and engaging curriculum, 

encouraging children to “dive deeper” into the Bible and 

explore their faith in fun and age-appropriate ways. Sunday school will be the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday of  the month.  The 1st and 3rd Sunday of  the month children are invited to               

attend worship.  
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Looking Back at October 2018 

With Your Generosity 

 At time of print we have surpassed the goal of 

250 pairs of socks --currently we are 364! 

 We collected close to 50 bags of candy with the 

help of the families at our Child Care Center for 

the children at Frances S. Tucker Elementary for 

their Harvest Parade. 

 We have collected $405.00 for the Peace and 

Global Witness special offering of the PCUSA, 

of which 25% will be sent to the Presbytery of 

Florida to help with Hurricane Michael recovery.   2 Ukulele Ensemble          

Members 

Story time with Pastor Missy 

Thank you Doreen for your 

faithful service. 

Decode The Ballot presentation by The 

League of Women Voters  
Socktober 2018 


