
1 

SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

The Spark 

embracing all of god’s children 

Riviera Presbyterian Church 
5275 Sunset Drive       
Miami, FL 33143 
(305) 666-8586 

11:00am Sunday Worship Service 

Office Hours M - F 9:00-5:00 

rivierachurch@bellsouth.net 

www.rivierachurch.org 

Connect with us on social media 
  @RivieraChurch        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Martha Shiverick 
Pastor 

 
Seth M. Carlson 

Director of Music 
 

Barbara Prieto 
Certified Church Administrator 

 
Kathy Stults 

Clerk of Session 
Session Members 
Allison Anderson 

Karen Collier 
Kyle Dettloff* 

Vivian German 
Christian Mazzola 
Barbara Overton 

Steve Padilla 
Bryan Page 

Nicole Prieto 
Rey Prieto** 
Kathy Stults 
Cris Sweeny 

*installed & ordained 9/23 
**installed 9/23 

 
In This Issue: 

Kick Off Sunday 
Missy’s Message 

Riviera Ukulele Ensemble 
And Much More... 

 
 
 
 

WWW.RIVIERACHURCH.ORG 

  

Mission Statement 

Riviera Presbyterian Church is a spiritual community that  accepts 

and embraces all God’s children.  Donate 
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Missy’s Message 

 
 
 
 
September 2018 

 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 

The August Session/Staff Retreat held August 18th was a time to dream dreams 
about the future and to wrestle with where God might be calling to us as disci-

ples.  We used two planning methods during the day which gave permission to 
dream about where the church could be headed without thinking about how it 

will happen or say such ‘dream killers’ as that idea annihilator: ... ‘we tried it before and it did not work’....  
Using these planning models, many great ideas emerged and even though there were some that had to 
shelved because they were beyond our capacity as a little church SOME have been put into place or will be 

put into place in the weeks ahead. 
 

One priority was to develop a program that could involve the children and youth of the church.  Beginning 
this fall, we will have started a Ukulele Ensemble which will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays after church.  

I’m guessing that there are not too many (if any) in churches around our country.  Anyone can join the Uku-
lele Ensemble, no musical ability is required, just a sense of fun and a readiness to learn and try something 
new!   

 
Another priority was to make our physical space as open and affirming as our church membership is.  One 

area where we have fallen short is by designating our bathrooms as men’s or women’s rooms.  Gender          
neutral bathroom signs will be installed on both bathroom doors which can be switched to men’s or          

women’s rooms when someone is uncomfortable sharing a bathroom that is not gender specific. 
 
The organ restoration was discussed.  The cost to return our organ to health is over $420,000.  Instead of  

bemoaning that it was too great a cost, we imagined how we could partner with others and share the          
expense.   

 
Our faith tells us that with God all things are possible.   We have experienced this in our daily lives when we 

accomplish things we never thought we could or just get through an ordeal we never imagined we had the 
strength to handle.  God is with us.  God loves us and does not abandon us.  AND God has a plan for each 
of us and for our church.  It is NOT our job to decide whether or not we can accomplish goals but to discern 

where it is God calls and then to follow where God leads.  
 

We are on this journey of life together!  We are on this journey of faith as a community called Riviera.  
What a wonderful ride! 

 
Love,  
Missy 

 
The Rev. Martha M. Shiverick 
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Dear Riviera Family: 
 

It is with great excitement that I announce the start of our very own Ukulele Ensemble!  This intergenera-
tional ensemble is open to everyone, so please invite your friends and family to join you as you pursue your 

new musical endeavor: the Ukulele! 
 

Starting September 23rd, 2018, we will meet every 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month at 12:30pm for rehears-
al.  Thanks to the generous grant we received from The Presbytery of Tropical Florida, the Ukuleles and 
music for our ensemble will be provided.  All you need to do it show up and be eager to learn! 

 
Since the ensemble is geared towards all ages and all music-related strengths, this ensemble will start with 

basics that everyone can handle.  Children ages 4-7 will need to be accompanied by a parent or guardian.   
 

Virtually everyone agrees that music is very important to worship.  They may debate the kind of music that 
is offered, the way it is created, who plays what instruments, and so on, but very rarely does someone sug-
gest that we do not need music in our sanctuary every Sunday morning.  But, in addition to this, we also 

need music outside of the sanctuary.  Whether as a part of our missions, our worship, or our educational 
programming, music enhances all that we do and says a lot 

about who we are.  Music needs to be a part of people’s day-
to-day lives inside and outside of church.  It is my hope that 

our new Ukulele Ensemble will be a new music outreach of 
our church, and that everyone will feel welcome to join the 
fun! 

 
Seth Carlson, Director of Music 

 

 
 

Worship & Music News... 

Congregational Care News ... 

WHY I BELONG TO  

RIVIERA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
I am a member of Riviera Presbyterian Church because it is a welcoming 
and open-minded faith community, accepting of all people. We focus on the 
message of God’s love and study the bible in a manner that makes messages 

relevant to challenges we are currently facing in our world. We are a congre-
gation willing to listen to what others have to say, even if viewpoints differ 

from our own. We care for one another, care for the planet, and provide op-
portunities to go out and fulfill our mission. We also enjoy a beautiful sanc-

tuary, excellent music program, and numerous opportunities throughout the 
year for social gatherings with other members. It is wonderful to be a part of 
the Riviera community. --Kyle Dettloff 
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September Birthdays 
Seth C - 1 

Juliana O-J - 14 
Christian M - 19 

Ellie R & Sage S-L - 28 
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Mission News... 

 

 Distributing 48 backpacks filled with school supplies for Ms Rojas third grade class at Frances S Tucker 

Elementary. A “big thumbs up and thank you “ to all who donated the supplies from the children. 

Thank you to the Presbytery of Tropical Florida for their generous donations of the backpacks.                                 

 

 

 

 

  

Why Celebrate the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation on September 1 

We who have lost our sense and our      
senses— 

our touch, our smell, our vision of  
who we are: we who frantically force and  

press all things, without rest for body or  
spirit, hurting our earth and injuring          

ourselves: we call a halt.  
We want to rest. We need to rest and          

allow the earth to rest. We need to reflect  

and to rediscover the mystery that lives in 
us, that is the ground of every unique  

expression of life, the source of the  
fascination that calls all things to         

communion.  

file:///C:/Users/Riviera/Documents/2014
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Christian Education News... 

You are invited to 

Theology Over 

Morning Java          

Sundays at 9:30am 
in the church library.                  

Elder Chuck             
Hannemann leads 
this class for all 

adult ages and all 
spiritual stages.  

September 9th 

Come for an afternoon of 

Fellowship, Food, Adult 

Beverages & Conversation 

RPC Wish List... 

 12 cup coffee maker - new or gently used 

 Microwave - new or gently used. Thank you to Karen Picciano for the donation. 

Session News... 

Session Retreat News 

 To develop a program that could involve the children and youth of the church - Riviera’s Ukulele Ensemble 

 To make our physical space as open and affirming as our church membership is - Gender Neutral Restrooms 

 Organ restoration - we imagined how we could partner with others and share the expense  

Women’s  
Study Group 

Will be introducing a 

book study by The Rev. 

Nadia Bolz-Weber on 

Thursday, September 20 

at 7:00pm in the church 

library. All are invited.  
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Father’s Day 

Stewardship & Finance News... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Riviera Presbyterian Church and surf  the web using GoodSearch www.goodsearch.org. 

You do not need to register and it’s free and easy to use. The only difference from popular 

search engines is you put in Riviera Presbyterian Church in the organization box. So, get out 

there and start surfing and help RPC in the process. Don’t forget to tell your friends!!  Every 

search earns a penny and every penny counts! 

 

 

 

 

Some talk about per capita as “bill to be paid”, but in our Presbytery 
we don’t see it that way. In our connectional form of  government, we 

make a commitment to one another as congregations, presbyteries, 

synods, and the General Assembly. That connection and commit-
ment reflects the fundamental communal nature of  our church.  We 

think of  it very simply --- “We’re in this together.” 

Together we are bringing forth the gospel of  Christ through mission,  
           proclamation, and service to our neighborhood and world.   

           Per Capita makes those connections in our denomination possible. 

           For those who have already sent in your Per Capita Apportionment  
           we thank you and appreciate your commitment.  For those who have 

           not sent in your Per Capita of  $35 per member, won’t you do it now  

           and make your commitment to your church.  
           Thank you for your commitment to mission and ministry.  

                                            -- Stewardship Committee 

 

http://www.goodsearch.org
http://www.rivierachurch.org
http://www.rivierachurch.org
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Looking back at 2018 Summer Sermon Series  

Hidden Figures and Super Heroes Liturgical Art 


