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Thursday , July 19 at 7:00pm 
Wine & Cheese Book Discussion 

In Pastor’s Office 

Mission Statement: Riviera Presbyterian Church is a spiritual community that          
accepts and embraces all God’s children.  

Please RSVP 
Via Facebook Event or calling 

The church office  

http://www.rivierachurch.org


Missy’s Message 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2018 
 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 
On July 1st the choir will sing what we used to call The Battle Hymn of the Republic.  Battle Hymns are not P.C. in church          
circles so the hymn is now called Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory.  At one point the hymn was considered a patriotic song and 
was listed in the hymnal under the category of national songs but now is it is placed in our hymnal under the section called 
‘Christ’s Return and Judgment’.   
 
At first I was going to ask Seth to cancel the Anthem.  It sounds like a military march (well, actually....it is one from the Civil 
War) and is reminiscent of hymns such as Onward Christian Soldiers which was taken out of our church three hymnals ago for 
not passing the theological board’s approval.  And where both songs used to conjure up joyful memories to me of marching 
around our Sunday School as a child while singing them, I now know that Onward Christian Soldiers is really bad theology, 
and Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory is militaristic. In the hymn, we sing about sounding the trumpets, not retreating, and that 
God has a terrible weapon, a swift sword, which is lightning fast...... Now, phrases like that make me uncomfortable.   
 
Theology changes with society.  Theology is the point where our faith, our relationship with God, and the world in which we live 
merge and come together.  So, it must be always changing with society to stay relevant and alive.  The world has drastically 
changed since these hymns were created.  As Christians in the 21st century, we live in a multi-national, multi-cultural world.  
We live in a world we can destroy so our duty is to wage peace and not war. The progressive church works, not to keep us 
back in an earlier era, but to take the Gospel message of God’s love to a new day and time.   
 
The goal of this Summer’s sermon series has been just that.  To take these old Hebrew texts we don’t usually study and see it 
they speak to a new day.    The women who lived in oppressive ancient Israel and the Minor Prophets from a time when Israel 
was beaten down and scattered by other countries, still have a message to tell us.  Sure, perhaps their situations and settings 
are not applicable to our world now, but we are finding that their messages are.   
 
Which leads me back to why, in the end, I was so happy the choir sang that anthem.  We might not relate to the war-like         
verses in the hymn that were written for people to sing as they marched into battle during the Civil War, but the refrain is still 
our refrain as well.  
Glory, glory hallelujah! 
Glory, glory hallelujah! 
Glory, glory hallelujah! 
God’s truth is marching on! 

 
In Christ and In Love, 
Missy 
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July’s Hidden Figures & Super Heroes 

July 1 - Micah 4:1-5 
July 8 - Esther and Vashti  
July 15 - John 1:1-5 

               Christmas In July!: The 13th Gift 
July  22 -  Joel: 2:23-32  

July 29 -  Genesis 3 - Eve - The First Bad Girl of the   
         Bible 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1967 Austin Pipe Organ Renovation Needs, Part 3 
Riviera’s 1967 Austin Pipe Organ has served the church for many years, and its use has been loved and ap-
preciated by many.  Because the pipe organ is a breathing instrument made out of wood, metal, and leath-

er, time can take its toll on any pipe organ.   Currently, the Austin is in need of repair.  In the last months I 
submitted a picture of the 8’ Gedeckt pipes from the Choir division of the organ which is keeping its tuning 

by being stuffed with paper towels to create a proper seal and a picture of the failing leather found through-
out the organ.  The renovation project would include repacking the stopper seals for the Choir 8’ Gedeckt 
and a complete releathering of the 50-year-old leather inside of the organ. 

Dust, water, and debris can be harmful to any pipe organ.  Our organ has suffered from years of dust 
buildup, water leaking onto the pipes, console (keyboards), and chests, and debris (large dirt particles from 

outside).  This type of buildup/damage is common for an organ that is 50+ years-old.  The picture shows 
the dust buildup on and around the pipes, the 

water marks on the chests (air reservoirs), and 
larger dirt particles throughout.  The dust and 
dirt is also expected to be inside many of the 

pipes, which has caused numerous notes (pipes) 
to go completely dead. 

The renovation project would include removal 
and cleaning of all 1,726 pipes and a thorough 

cleaning of the organ chamber.   

---Seth Carlson 

Worship & Music News... 
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WHY I BELONG TO RIVIERA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

Bonnie and I left a Presbyterian church for reasons we had previously 

uttered would never happen.  We left because of what we considered 
unconscionable behavior of the minister. Bonnie and I visited Riviera 

for a reason having little to do with church culture or theology.  We 
visited Riviera because it was the closest PCUSA in our area of South 
Dade.   

We discovered a treasure – a place of worship and fellowship where 

God’s love pervades, and as Christ exemplified, inclusion and service 
to others are at the center.  One can feel God’s love as it bonds us         
together here at Riviera.  This church has seen me through cancer and 

has privileged me to direct a Bible study, sing in the choir, serve on 
Session, and even lead worship.  What a blessing!  Together, we thank 

God for God’s guidance.  

--Chuck Hannemann 

Congregational Care News ... 

July Birthdays 
  - 12 

David G - 25 
Dylan D - 27  
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Mission News... 

Starting Sunday, July 1 you will be able to adopt school backpacks for the         

children at Frances S. Tucker Elementary that we have been following since first 

grade.  They are on their way to 3rd Grade!  Below are the school supplies they 

will be needing: 

 1 - White 1 and 1/2 inch binder with the clear pocket in the front  

 2 - Sets of 5 index tabs for a total of 10. 

 1 - 24count crayon box  

 1 - Pack of red pens 

 1 - Pack of highlighters 

 1- Pack of pencils 

 2 Composition notebooks - NOT spiral notebooks, please.  

 1 Pair of headphones  

           

          Remember  that we have the capabilities 

          to collect all your electronic waste it can 

           be recycled. We have a large collection 

           bin outside the Fellowship Hall.  
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Christian Education News... 

You are invited to Theology Over Morning Java          

Sundays at 9:30am in the church library.                  

Elder Chuck  Hannemann leads this class for all adult 
ages and all spiritual stages.  

July 15th 

Come for an afternoon of 

Fellowship, Food, Adult 

Beverages & Conversation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMALL GREAT THINGS is the most important    

novel Jodi Picoult has ever written. Frank, uncomfort-
ably introspective and right on the day’s headlines, it 
will challenge her readers...The difficult self awareness 
is what sustains this book...forcing engaged readers to 
meditate on their own beliefs and actions along with 
these characters....It's also exciting to have a high-profile 
writer like Picoult take an earnest risk to expand our 
cultural conversation about race and prejudice.                
--Washington Post  

Wine & Cheese Book Discussion on  

Thursday, July 19 at 7:00pm 

In Pastor’s Office.  
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Let’s go bowling!!!! 
Are you a fan of bowling? Do you have skills or no skills? Do you just want to 

have fun? Come and join us for a fun afternoon of bowling with your fellow   
Riviera Presbyterian Church friends and family! Please RSVP to this event via 

Facebook Riviera Church if you wish to join us, or email  the church office at                                           
rivierachurch@bellsouth.net with the number of guests so we can get an accurate 
count of how many lanes we will need.  

 

When: Saturday, July 28th  

Where: Bird Bowl  

What Time: 11 AM - 1 PM but please arrive by 10:45 

Cost: The Lanes are on us! But bring about $5.00 for shoe rentals 

 

There will be food trucks available on site for refreshments as Bird Bowl is currently renovating their                 

restaurant. 

Stewardship News... 

Contribution statements for the period of January 1 to June 30th will be mailed in July. Watch your mailbox for 

delivery, please review and notified the church bookkeeper if there are any discrepancies.  Thank you. 

RPC Wish List... 

 12 cup coffee maker - new or gently used 

 Microwave - new or gently used.  
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Looking Back at June @ RPC... 

Sax and Spaghetti Concert  
Graduation Sunday  Beach Breakfast 

Father’s Day 

Summer Sermon Series:  
Hidden Figures and Super Heroes 

WE Choose Welcome 


