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Easter Sunday  
Come for a celebratory service, followed by an  

egg hunt and refreshments 
Sunday, April 1 at 11:00am 

http://www.rivierachurch.org


Missy’s Message 

 
 
 
April 2018 
 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 
Ahhhhh April is Eastertide! 
It begins with the JOYOUS singing of our Alleluias on Easter    
Sunday and continues until Pentecost next month.  It is the         
season of hope, a season of promise, and a time of certainty 
about God’s power and love.  This year I think it is a soothing 
balm for us in our hurting world where people are frightened 
about bombs in the mail, shootings in the schools, and are living 

with an uneasiness about the future.   
 
(And ALL MONTH we get to sing wonderful Easter hymns we could not fit in the service on Easter day!) 
 
Easter Hymns are songs of newness... They are songs of new beginnings and rebirth.  And Riviera will           
celebrate this season of hope in many ways. 
 
 *Hannah Woodson will begin a ministry with our Jr. and Sr. High Youth.  All youth need adults outside 
 their family to show them they are of worth and are loved unconditionally by God so we celebrate the be
 ginning of a ministry  to serve our youth. 
 
 *We will once again participate in the Pride Festival in Miami.  We will be a part of the Interfaith Worship 
 Service, we will join other congregations in the Miami area affirming that all are children of God during 
 the parade. This will take place on Sunday April 8th.  And for those who are unable to be at the Pride 
 Festival, our dear friend Diane Shoaf will fill our pulpit and lead worship at Riviera.  
 
 *Earth Day falls on a Sunday this year.  It is a time when we remember that we were and have been give 
  the role of caretakers and  stewards of God’s good creation. 
 
We know that Riviera is a very special place.  And as we celebrate this next month, share the good news of 
our ministries and programs with others.  It might be the most wonderful thing we can do for another per-
son. 
 
In Christ and in love, 
Missy 
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Greetings from the UKirk corner Riviera family …  

Well here we are, just a few weeks away from the end of the academic year, which also means the end of our time at Uni-

versity of Miami as UKirk@RPC. Within a few weeks, the academic year will come to a close and our ministry will transi-

tion to a different place God is calling Riviera to be present at.  

As my last official newsletter contribution, I want use this moment to express my deepest gratitude to you, Riviera Presby-

terian Church.  Most of you know my story; you know my journey at RPC began back in 2004.  Over the last decade Rivi-

era has proven to be a bastion of strength in my life, spiritually and emotionally.  Allow me, if you will, the opportunity to 

say thank you.  

Thank you Riviera, for the many and varied ways you have shown up in my life.  Whether it was during my early days dur-

ing worship or during my time away at McCormick.  

Thank you for being a pillar of strength in the days following the sudden death of my father.  For being such a faithful and 

compassionate witness to God’s love in times of grief and sorrow.  

Thank you for the wisdom shared along the way when life has presented difficulties.  Your ministry of presence has made 

it possible to make it through moments when those life challenges has seem unbearable.   

Thank you for being such an inspiring and uplifting support in this journey through ministry.  You’ve nurtured me in such 

ways, that you’ve allowed me the opportunity to expand my wings and fly.  A little over a month ago, you did just that at 

my ordination.  It was meaningful and necessary that this journey, which began in the fellowship hall of this sacred space 

over a decade ago, ushered me into a new chapter of it, in our sanctuary.  And most of you were there as a testament to 

your own witness of God’s amazing love.  Thank you Riviera.  

Thank you Missy.  Thank you for the gift of your spirit ever so jovial and free; caring and compassionate from the first day 

we met.  

Thank you Barbie – for being such an incredible support through this entire process.  You are the gift that keeps on giving, 

so rich in church administration, yet always reminding me of who I have been called to serve, the people of God.  

Thank you Seth and Riviera’s choir – aka, the Cuckoo’s Nest.  What Riviera’s choir has done for me over the years is be-

yond anything words can describe.  You’ve been family, you’ve been therapy.  You’ve been laughter and tears … but most 

importantly, you’ve been love – unconditional and genuine love. 

My heart has and continues to be full for all that Riviera has done in my life.  You are a living and prophetic witness of 

God’s amazing love.  

Here’s to a new journey.  May God always keep us close in distance and at heart that we might continue to share and 

cherish all that lies ahead.  

With a grateful heart, a loving spirit, and forever one of yours,  

Rev. Daniel Morales 
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Worship & Music News... 

Summer Sermon Series - and the winner is... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                The Minor Prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures 

Ordi-

Congregational Care News ... 

April Birthdays 
Valerie D  & Shane S - 2 

Laura F - 5 
Gavin H - 7 

Brandon B  & Ella L - 9 
Dustin D - 11 
Claire L - 15 

Avon K  & Niklas S - 20 
Christina S - 22 

Mimi S - 24 
Alex V - 25 
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Mission News... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who donated to the Souper 

Bowl of Caring, below are some pictures of 

the children that received gift certificates to 

purchase food . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronic Recycling  

Reminder: We have an electronic recycling program to help you dispose of your         

electronic waste so it can be recycled. We also accept batteries (not car batteries), 

ink/toner cartridges. The large green collection bin is outside the Fellowship Hall. Tell 

your friends and neighbors.  
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Our Church at Pride 
 

Our church is proud to be participating in Miami Beach Gay Pride Parade 
and Festival. We are once again joining the coalition of Interfaith Miami, 
which is comprised of 15 progressive and affirming congregations and 

temples from Miami-Dade County.  

 

 

 

April 7 

On Saturday, April 7, at 6:00 p.m. join us as we participate in the Interfaith Miami’s 6th Annual Poster Making Party.  All creative 
abilities welcomed! Please bring an X-Acto knife if you have one, white poster boards, and markers or sharpies. This artistic get 
together will take place at the Social Hall of the Miami Shores Community Church. We will have some wine and refreshments 

available.  

April 8 

We are looking for volunteers to come and help us decorate our interfaith float with our theme for this year “United in Love” We 
will meet at our Parade Line Up Location (TBA) at 8:30 a.m. to begin to decorate our float. If you have a design or decorating 

eye, please join us.  

 

We will also be participating in the 6th Annual Interfaith Worship service at Miami Beach Gay Pride. The service will take place 
between 5th and 6th street starting at 10:30 a.m. This is a beautiful service led by members from all of the 13 participating con-

gregations. If you would like to represent our church, please email Harold Marrero at harold@interfaithmiami.org.  

 

After the Interfaith worship service, please join us at our float to finish decorating and to begin our journey down Ocean Drive. 
This will be our second time participating at Pride, so we would love to get a sizeable delegation from our congregation to take 
part in the parade on the float team or walking team. We will be handing out brochures and promotional materials from the float 
to the crowd. Our float this year will have music and will feature the talents of the famous Drag talent Elektra as our Float’s EM-

CEE.  

 

Miami Beach Pride is a family-friendly festival, so bring your whole family to this event. There is no better witness than to show-

case our variety of families with a welcoming message towards all of God’s children.  

 

If you have any questions about Gay Pride and any of our upcoming events, please contact Harold Marrero at 305.807.2369 or 

email him at harold@interfaithmiami.org.  

 
For carpooling information please contact the church at 305-666-8586x3 or email at rivierachurch@bellsouth.net 

mailto:harold@interfaithmiami.org
mailto:harold@interfaithmiami.org
mailto:rivierachurch@bellsouth.net
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Riviera Members and Staff   

attended March for Our Lives 

Marches in Miami and             

Parkland.  
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Earth Care Congregation Pledge - Earth Day April 22 

Peace and justice is God’s plan for all creation. The earth and all creation 
are God’s. God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and 
to protect and restore it for its own sake, and for the future use and enjoy-
ment of the human family. As God offers all people the special gift of 
peace through Jesus Christ, and through Christ reconciles all to God, we 
are called to deal justly with one another and the earth. 

 Our worship and discipleship will celebrate God ’s grace and   glory in 
creation and declare that God calls us to cherish, protect and restore this 
earth.  

In education, we will seek learning and teaching opportunities to 
know and understand the threats to God’s creation and the damage al-
ready inflicted. We will  encourage and support each other in finding ways 
of keeping and healing the creation in response to God’s call to earth-
keeping, justice and community. 

 Our facilities will be managed, maintained and upgraded in a manner 
that respects and cherishes all creation, human and non-human, while 
meeting equitably the needs of all people. In our buildings and on our 
grounds we will use energy efficiently, conserve resources, and share 
what we have in abundance so that God’s holy creation will be sustainable 
for all life and future generations. 

 Our outreach will encourage public policy and community involve-
ment that protects and restores the vulnerable and degraded earth as well 
as oppressed and neglected people. We will be mindful that our personal 
and collective actions can positively or negatively affect our neighborhood, 
region, nation and world. We will seek to achieve environmental justice 
through coalitions and ecumenical partnerships.  
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Christian Education News... 

You are invited to Theology Over Morning Java Sundays at 

9:30am in the church library. Elder Chuck Hannemann 

leads this class for all adult ages and all spiritual stages.  

See You on  
April 8  

Women’s Study 

Group will meet on 

Thursday, April 17 

from 7pm-8:30pm in 

the church  library. 

 

I am excited to announce that Hannah Woodson would begin serving as our Youth Leader 
for Jr and Sr High youth at  Riviera.  Her work with us will entail a youth Sunday educational 
component twice a month and a mission project once a month serving the Miami area.  
Many of you already know Hannah through the choir this year and other ways she has  in-
volved herself in the life of Riviera as a YAV/DOOR Dweller. 
 
Every teen needs a space and an adult where they can be open and honest with their faith 
questions and can discuss ethical situations presented to them.  In a world of cyber bullying 
and where severe judgments are handed down by peers, youth need a safe, loving, and   
accepting environment where they can seek refuge.  The goal of our youth program will be 
just that. Youth will have their own space in what has been Danny’s office. 

 
Hannah and I will take any youth that want to attend PRIDE Sunday on South Beach on April 8th.  It is an opportunity to show 
others that people of faith believe in a God who loves all and that there are churches who are open and affirming of all people 
regardless of their sexual orientation or expression.  We will attend the interfaith worship service on the beach and then join 
other churches and their youth in the parade.  The interfaith group has a float on which we can ride.  Parents are invited to          
participate as well. 
The Sunday School classes will begin on April 22nd. Love,  Missy 
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Fellowship & Community News... 

Session News... 

National Volunteer Appreciation Week - April 6-13 

Riviera Presbyterian Church is blessed with many 

wonderful volunteers serving on Session, Committees- 

Worship, Christian Education, Worship, Mission,        

Congregational Care, Finance, Stewardship, and 

Property, Choir, and the Church Office.  

RPC becomes stronger as each person gets involved, 

and serves.  

We thank you for all the wonderful ways you support 

RPC and the community.  
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March at Riviera 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW Mission Statement:  
Riviera Presbyterian Church is a spiritual community that accepts and embraces all God’s children 
 

Riviera’s youth walking the labyrinth  

Palm Sunday 
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March at Riviera 
 

 

 

Maundy 

Thursday 

Happy  

Birthday  

Missy! 

Photo by Allison Anderson 


