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Worship: Sundays  11am  January 2018 

 

The Spark 

BEING THE LIGHT OF GOD 

Riviera Presbyterian Church 
5275 Sunset Drive       
Miami, FL 33143 
(305) 666-8586 

11:00am Sunday Service 

 

rivierachurch@bellsouth.net 

Visit us on the web at www.rivierachurch.org 

Like us on Facebook at   
  Facebook.com/RivieraChurch        

 
 

Rev. Martha Shiverick 
Pastor 

 
Seth M. Carlson 

Interim Director of Music 
 

Barbara Prieto 
Certified Church Administrator 

 
Valerie Deville 

Sunday School Superintendent 
 

Kathy Stults 
Clerk of Session 

 
Session Members 
Allison Anderson 

Karen Collier 
Vivian German 
Colista James 

Christian Mazzola 
Barbara Overton 

Steve Padilla 
Bryan Page 

Karen Picciano 
Nicole Prieto 
Kathy Stults 
Cris Sweeny 

 
In This Issue 

 Forest City String Band Concert 
 Missy’s Message 
 UKirk News 
 Worship & Music News 
 Christian Education News 
 Mission News 
 Congregational Care News 
 Etc.  

 

 

Welcome Back! 
January 13 - 14, 2018 

Concert - January 13 at 4pm 
Worship - January 14 at 11am 

 

Forest City String Band is an amazing Bluegrass band from 
Cleveland. Expect high energy jams as well as some great old 
time classics. The music will get your toes tapping and your 
body up and moving!  

Come and learn the Virginia Reel! 

http://www.rivierachurch.org


Missy’s Message 

 
January 2018 
 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 
The New Year is a time of hope and expectations.  As we began 
this past year, we did knowing that a new era was  being ushered 
in with the Trump administration taking political office.  Many     
worried that our country would slide backwards in its growing        
acceptance of all people and that the agenda would hurt the great 
strides for equality made in the past decade.   But God’s hand 
was at work.  Within a growing fear of people different than        
ourselves, churches, such as ours, pledged support of our           
immigrant populations and became ‘sanctuary churches’.  Within 

a fear of the marginalization of women, grew the ‘Me Too’ movement and greater empowerment for women.  
As a congregation who supports justice and equality for all God’s children, we saw good things grow out of 
what could have been a swamp of negativity.   
 
So, let us begin this  year with a celebration and with positive hopes for what we are called to be and will do 
as a congregation called Riviera.  In our worship, in our missions, in our Christian Education, and within our 
fellowship and fun with each other, we model the world God calls us to be.  The session has been working 
on a mission statement for our congregation which embodies this.  It has been hard.  We are so proud of 
who we are, what we have accomplished, and what it is God is still calling us to do that we can’t get it down 
to a sentence or two.   
 
And so we move into 2018 following where God calls.  During this month, we will welcome our interim Music 
Director Seth Carlson, we will have fellowship with Blue Grass Music and a Square Dance, we will have our 
annual meeting as a congregation, and we will bless our pets in Sunday worship.  But, most importantly, we 
will continue to be a progressive voice of Christianity in our worship and in our missions to share God’s love 
for all people and state unequivocally that no one is excluded from God’s love and acceptance. 
 
Love, 
Missy 
 
 

“let us begin this  year with a celebration and with positive hopes for what we are called to be and 
will do as a congregation called Riviera.”  
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Happy New Year Riviera Family!!! 
 

T.S. Elliott once wrote, “To make an end is to make a beginning.  The end is where we start from.” 

Yesterday we laid to rest 2017, each story, each moment that fashioned and molded perhaps one of the most interesting 

years in recent times.  It was a year that for us here in South Florida, was marked by Hurricane Irma, whose impacts        

certainly repurposed the last quarter of 2017.   

Yet, here we find ourselves … a new year … a new beginning … a fresh start!  However it occurs to me that as people of 

faith we really don’t have to wait for a new year in order to have a fresh start.  Scripture tells us that “… the faithful love of 

the LORD hasn’t ended; certainly God’s compassion isn’t through! They are renewed every morning. Great is your faithful-

ness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23; CEB)  

It is with the promise of God’s renewed faithfulness and compassion each and every day that we march with confidence into 

the New Year.  Trusting in the assurance of God’s grace, and mercy to walk alongside every step of our journey.  

To say that it has been a crazy end of 2017, is quite the understatement.  Autumn of 2017 was marked by a lot of         tran-

sitions.  At my last update, I shared with you that in addition to my role as Campus Pastor through UKirk, I have also stepped 

into the role of Interim Program Director for DOOR Miami.  Tackling both roles has been quite the balancing act.  Hurricane 

Irma upended a lot of the anticipated programming for the start of the academic year.  As a result of the storm, University of 

Miami remained closed for almost two weeks, setting students back more than expected.  What we hoped would have been 

a solid semester of program opportunities was scaled back in order to allow students the space to catch up with their work.   

The highlight of the semester came by way of our collaboration with the Interfaith Thanksgiving Dinner, hosted by Hillel.  With 

over 30 students in attendance, this meal was an opportunity for the Chaplain’s Association along with students of various 

faith traditions to come share a 

meal and fellowship together.  It 

was an event that we hope will 

become a fixture in the religious 

life at UM.  

Continue on page 4 
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As we start this new term, we are looking forward to several opportunities for Interfaith Fellowship in collaboration with        

Hillel, Wesley Student Center and The Bede.  In addition, later this spring, we are in conversations to once again host        

conversations on Sexuality and Spirituality in partnership with the LGBTQ Student Center. It certainly promises to be a 

busy start to the New Year, as one ministry starts to wind down, another one continues to unfold and a new one is just get-

ting started.  

As some of you may already know, this is the last and final year of our programming with UKirk@RPC.  At the conclusion 

of the 2017-18 academic year (May 2018), this ministry will transition back to you, the session and congregation of  Riviera 

Presbyterian Church.  Your prayers will help shape what and how this ministry will unfold beyond June 2018.   

Over the coming months, my role at DOOR Miami will also continue expanding slowly transitioning to permanent and full 

time capacity later in the year.  In addition, as of January 7th, I step into my first ever pastoral role, shepherding a congrega-

tion as Temporary Stated Supply Pastor of New Covenant Presbyterian Church in Liberty City. It is exciting, to say the 

least, to be able to direct both a nonprofit that is actively engaged in the community, while pastoring a congregation, in the 

midst of some of the communities I feel passionately called to serve.  

But I won’t lie – the most exciting part of this is the fact that at long last, I will finally be ordained as Minister of Word and 

Sacrament.  In the midst of all the roles, the spaces and places God has called me to serve – Sunday, February 11th, 2018 

will be a day to pause and celebrate a ministry that has slowly been unfolding for me through many facets and opportuni-

ties.   

2018 is promising to be quite an amazing year.  It is certainly starting off with a heart overflowing with gratitude not just to 

God for considering me, a mere humble servant – worthy of such an amazing call … but also in gratitude to each of you at 

Riviera Presbyterian Church.  I would be remiss if I weren’t grateful for such a community that welcomed me into your 

hearts over a decade ago, nurtured my spirit to wholeness and served as a guide and inspiration throughout this journey 

into ministry.  I am forever grateful and eternally indebted to you Riviera Presbyterian Church.  What you have done for me 

speaks of the gift of your own spirit, tenacity and capacity to be a true witness to God’s amazing, overabundant grace and 

inclusive love.   

May God’s abundant grace, mercy and compassion continue to fill our lives and spirits as we walk into this New Year – that 

we might radiate the love of Christ to all.  

In Christ’s service,  

Danny Morales … the soon to be Rev.!! 

 

 

“What you have done for me speaks of the gift of your own spirit, tenacity and capacity to be a true witness to 

God’s amazing, overabundant grace and inclusive love.” 
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Worship & Music News... 

We are excited to announce that Riviera’s new Interim Music Director 
is Seth Carlson. 
Seth is a native of Rockford, Illinois, but currently lives in Miami, Florida 
where he serves as the Director of Bands at Westminster Christian 
School.  Seth received his undergraduate degree in Music and Chemistry 
from Valparaiso University in Valparaiso, Indiana, and he recently complet-
ed his master’s degree in Music  Education at the University of Miami, 
Frost School of Music.  His private organ teachers include Marsha Fox-
grover, John Bernthal, Lorraine Brugh, Chelsea Chen, and Jeffrey 
Doebler, conducting. In June of 2017 Seth performed his first international 
organ concert in Nybro, Sweden. Other performance venues include 
Wheaton Bible Church in Wheaton, IL, First Evangelical Covenant Church 
in Rockford, IL, and the Chapel of the Resurrection in Valparaiso, IN. In 
addition to playing the organ, Seth enjoys researching the life and works of 
the American bandmaster, John Philip Sousa, and has presented at the 
2017 Florida Music Education Association conference: “John Philip                    

               Sousa’s Approach to Concert Programming and its Application in Band  

               Programs Today.”  

 

Sunday, January 14 - 11:00am Worship 
Bluegrass Sunday at Riviera 

The Forest City String Band will provide the mu-
sic at this service. Family friendly!  

Questions posed to Missy: 
Why do some ministers wear robes when they preach and others do not?  Why do some wear shirts with 
minister collars and others don’t.  What are their meaning? 
 
Good questions!  Let’s start with the clerical shirts which have either Roman collars or tabs.  They came from a period when 
what you wore defined your role.  In a world of white collar and blue collar jobs the priest wore neither.  The priest wore a 
black shirt with a white tab signifying that he was neither class but was a member of the clergy.   

Continue of page 6 

Liturgical Symbols in Worship 
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Although a black shirt was the traditional color for a priest and a red shirt for a bishop, these shirts can 
be found in all colors today.  I found the shirts to be helpful when I worked as a chaplain in a hospital 
as my role was clearly defined when I walked into a patients room just as a white coat would let the 
patient know the person was a doctor.  I personally have only two which I wear occasionally when I am 
doing burials and wear them when asked when I am lobbying or marching to let people know that the 
church is present and cares.  I wore a collar to a Pro-Choice March in Washington and was thanked 
for being there by countless women.  What they were saying was they were grateful for the ‘church’ to 
be there. 

 
Cassocks are the traditional long robes worn by           
clergy. (Think Father Brown) They are ankle length 
garments that I doubt very many clergy around Miami 
ever wore!  During services an alb or another vest-
ment is worn over the cassock and these can be 
beautifully handcrafted and embroidered works of art.  
Since the 2nd half of the last century, many clergy 
have opted out of the cassock and wear collars in their 
daily life and wear academic robes for liturgical          
purposes instead.  I personally have two robes. One is 
the traditional black academic robe which I purchased 
37 years ago when I was first ordained.  It has been 
patched and reworked but is very special to me.  I 
wear it here at Riviera from September until Easter 

with a collar that has preaching tabs attached to it.  The tabs are a symbol of my office and role as a 
Teaching Elder or Minister of the Word and Sacraments.  Ten years ago I bought the second robe I 
now own when I gave my first white robe to a friend at his ordination and found I needed another robe.  
It is a beautiful robe that was designed especially for women clergy. 

 
With both robes I wear liturgical stoles which I have collected and 
many of which are gifts to me.  They come in the  colors of the           
liturgical seasons and all are very special to me.  One of my           
favorites is the one Riviera Presbyterian Church gave to me three 
years ago when I was installed as your pastor.  It is a stole in          
rainbow colors! 
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Blessing of the         
Animals  

Worship Service            
Sunday, January 28  

11:00am 
 

Mission News... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Child Care Center had their annual holiday program in December and it was a huge success. The children 

didn’t miss a beat!  
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Riviera Christmas Angels 
and Reindeers  delivered 
gifts to Ms. Piña’s 2nd 
grade class at Frances S. 
Tucker  Elementary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS SOLUTIONS COURSE - January 13-14 

Our unique approach to interaction and education is based on a communication model that effectively        
engages the entire community by including all viewpoints. This model of communication, infused in all our 
work, teaches you how to be authentic and openly share beliefs and fears often withheld in public discus-
sions. Powerful communication tools will give you  access to breakthroughs and the opportunity to produce 
results, even in the  face of disagreement. Youth and families divided by fears and conflicting beliefs 

 Medical and mental health professionals seeking ways to relate powerfully to all patients 
 Faith leaders navigating breakdowns around divergent beliefs 
 Business leaders and service providers dealing with unproductive or hostile interactions in the workplace 
 Educators who struggle to communicate powerfully with students, parents, and colleagues 

      http://yesinstitute.org/communications-solutions-learning-objectives/ 

http://yesinstitute.org/communications-solutions-learning-objectives/


9 

The Riviera Food Pantry is in need of the following items: 

1lb rice bags 

12 oz. or 16 oz. dried beans 

32 oz. jar of spaghetti sauce 

Peanut butter 

Canned fruit 

Tuna Helper 

Crackers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riviera is showing support for January National Blood Donor Month with a community blood drive 
12:00noon - 3:00pm Sunday, January 7. 

All donors will receive a long sleeve t-shirt and a wellness checkup including blood pressure, temperature, 
iron count, pulse and cholesterol screening. 

One Blood is encouraging all eligible community members to begin the year by giving blood. Make an ap-
pointment online at www.oneblooddonor.org and use sponsor code #1738 

http://www.oneblooddonor.org
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Christian Education News... 

You are invited to Theology Over Morning Java Sundays at 

9:30am in the church library. Elder Chuck Hannemann 

leads this class for all adult ages and all spiritual stages.  

We will resume on            
Sunday, January 14. 
from 5pm-7pm at        
Titanic Restaurant 
and Brewery 5813 
Ponce de Leon Blvd, 
Coral Gables, FL 
33146.   

Women’s Study 

Group will meet on 

Thursday, January 18 

from 7pm-8:30pm in 

the church  library. 

Lesson Three points 

out that Hebrews  

describes God’s word 

as both living and 

active. God’s word 

challenges, supports, 

and encourages us to 

look inward and live 

the most faithful lives 

we can.  

Some of our Youth during the Reverse Nativity Pageant  
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Congregational Care News ... 

January Birthdays 
Mary Harrison - 12 

 
 

If your birthday is not listed please let us know in 
the church office.  

 

RPC Water Bottles available for sale $10 - contact church  

office - 305-666-8586x3 

 

Congregational Care Committee Fund Raiser. 

Order your RPC Water Bottle today! 

 

Focus on Grace & Gratitude 

Look for beautiful things that are often overlooked 

and jot at least one observation on your calendar 

each day for the month of January.   
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Fellowship & Community News... 

 
First Sunday of the Month Potluck Luncheon -          
January 7th following worship.  Please bring a dish 
to share, enough for 8 to 10 people.  

See you at Titanic January 14th @ 5pm 

Welcome Back! 
January 13 - 14, 2018 

Concert - January 13 at 4pm 
Worship - January 14 at 11am 

 
Forest City String Band is an amazing 
Bluegrass band from Cleveland.         
Expect high energy jams as well as 
some great old time classics. The mu-
sic will get your toes tapping and your 

body up and moving!  

Come and learn the Virginia Reel! 
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Session News... 

Annual Congregational  Meeting - Sunday, January 21  
after worship service.  

Agenda Items 
 Presentation of  Select Committee Reports 
 Mission Partners Reports 
 Presentation of 2018 Budget 
 Pastor’s Terms of Call  

Committee Chair’s Deadlines: 

January 8 - Annual Report for Congregational Meeting 

January 11 - Committee Reports for Session Packet. 

January 15 - For February Newsletter 

 

 

Riviera Presbyterian Church  

is open to all who want to be part of a community of faith 

seeking to being the light of God.   

God makes no distinction among people and neither do we.   

  

Mission Statement 

Riviera Presbyterian Church is a spiritual community en-

gaged in joyful worship, transformative  education, and ac-

tive service being the light of God. 
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December 2017 at Riviera 

World Communion Sunday Music of My Life Concert 

Young Professionals Dinner Party War-

Reformation Sunday Sing A Long 
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December 2017 at Riviera 

2017 

Advent  

Season  

At 

Riviera 

Presbyterian 

Church 
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December 2017 at Riviera 

Thank you to all 

RPC members 

that posted          

Christmas Eve 

service pictures. 

3rd Sunday    

of Advent 


