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Welcome to Riviera Presbyterian Church’s 2017 Advent Devotional 

guide.   Written by members and friends of the Church, we hope it will 

help you find the true peace and joy of Christmas while we wait and 

wade through the busy-ness of the holiday season. 

There is no right or wrong way to use this guide.    Use it as best suits 

your personal journey.   Here are some ideas that may help enhance 

your devotional practice. 

● Find a time that works for your practice and try to be consistent. 

Maybe with your morning coffee or before you brush your teeth 

each night 

● Don’t worry if you miss a day or week – double up or skip it as 

feels right to you 

● Light a candle before you begin to remind yourself that this is 

special time 

● Try to pause between each section (scripture, commentary, 

prayer) and contemplate your reaction to what is presented 

● Share this with your family as a family activity – or have each 

member do it separately and then share your thoughts – or not. 

(Remember, there is no right or wrong way to do this!) 

May the next few pages bring additional meaning to your holiday 

season. 

With peace and love,   Riviera Presbyterian Church 

  

 
 



Advent Activities at Riviera Presbyterian Church 

 

Sunday, November 26 - Decorate the Church for Advent/Christmas 

after 11 am Worship Service 

Sunday, December 3 - First Sunday Potluck Lunch after 11 am Worship 

Service 

Wednesday, December 6 - 50+Group Christmas Luncheon - bring a gift 

for the Thelma Gibson Elder Care Program 

Sunday, December 10 - A New Twist on the Nativity, Worship Service at 

11am 

Sunday, December 10 - Church Wide Christmas Dinner with Sing a Long 

Carols at 5 pm 

Sunday, December 17 – Worship Service at 11 am 

Wednesdayday, December 20 - Child Care Center Holiday Program at 

4:30 pm 

Sunday, December 24 - Carols & Communion Worship Service at 11 am 

 Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6 pm 

All are welcome – For more information, please contact the Church 

Office at (306) 666-8586 or visit our website at www.rivierachurch.org 

 
 



 

Sunday December 3 Isaiah 64:4-9 

Since ancient times no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 

5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, 
    who remember your ways. 

But when we continued to sin against them, 
    you were angry. 

    How then can we be saved? 
6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 

we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
    and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 

7 No one calls on your name 
    or strives to lay hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us 
    and have given us over to our sins. 

8 Yet you, LORD, are our Father. 

    We are the clay, you are the potter; 

    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be angry beyond measure, LORD; 

    do not remember our sins forever. 

Oh, look on us, we pray, 

    for we are all your people. 

 

At times God seems distant.  Our world appears dark and chaos runs without control.  In this 

first Sunday of Advent the assigned passage reflects the anxiety the prophet Isaiah has that 

God’s face appears hidden from him. I know that feeling. Sometimes it just permeates the air. 

 
 



On average of 33,880 people die from gun violence in our country each year. It is a terrible 

societal illness that needs to be addressed.  At our recent All Saints worship service, as we lit a 

candle to remember victims of gun violence, a man entered First Baptist Church in Sutherland 

Springs Texas with an assault weapon and killed and wounded a worshipping congregation. 

Those that survived, our brothers and sisters in Christ, are devastated and the small community 

is in shock.  We grieve with and for them and hold them in prayer. 

 

Advent is a time of introspection.  It is a time when we sense our distance from God and yearn 

for Immanuel, for God to be with us.  Advent hymns seem discordant and are often in minor 

keys.  We sing about our yearning for the Messiah to come on earth.  And our prayers are for 

that too.  We pray for peace to come to earth and for God’s love to reign. 

 

 
 



 

Let the final verse in the hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel be our prayer for this day: 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Monday December 4 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving 

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 
given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in 
all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was 
confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for 
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into 
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

This passage reminds me that God gives us all that we need – that each and every moment we 

have the opportunity to love , to be kind, to have grace – no matter who we are or who we 

 
 



think the other’s are.  We are all given God’s grace.  This passage leaves me empowered to 

always be a better human and  believer. 

 

 

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

Faithful God, I give thanks to you for the gift of grace given to me in Christ Jesus.  AMEN 

 

  

 

 
 



Tuesday December 5 Mark 13:33-37 

 
33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going 
on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to 
you I say to all: Keep awake. 
 

I take pride in always being well prepared, well organized and at ease under 
pressure. A friend from high school called me Dora the Explorer because I always 
had everything anyone needed in my bag. I take care of things ahead of schedule, 
have good time management skills and I’m chronically early. Being alert, aware 
and ready is easy for me when it comes to daily life. I’ve got the physical side 
covered. However, this passage isn’t truly about being physically ready and 
prepared. It speaks more to preparing for the coming of Christ. Getting 
emotionally ready because it could happen at any point. That’s what I’ll be 
working on during this time of Advent, a time set aside to prepare for arrival of 
God on Earth. Preparing for the coming of Jesus isn’t like making sure I have a 
phone charger, painkillers and sunscreen in my purse. It’ll require a different 

focus and more introspection. Luckily, Advent is a time set aside for exactly this 
purpose.  

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

Prayer: Lord, prepare me. Keep me awake and ready for the arrival of Jesus here 
on earth. Allow me help the others around me be prepared and watchful during 
this Advent season of waiting and preparation.  
  

 
 



Wednesday December 6  John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came to be through him,     and without him 

nothing came to be.   What came to be 4 through him was life,  and this life was the light of 

the human race; 5 the light shines in the darkness,  and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Today’s devotion will be a little different.   It will be helpful to have a timing device that can signal you when 5 
minutes have passed.   Perhaps your phone or an oven timer.    But keep going even if you don’t have a timing 
device handy. 

The opening words of the Gospel of John give a bold statement of the divinity of Jesus and will 

be the inspiration for a breathing prayer today.     The scripture reading will be the source of a 

simple phrase that will form the basis of your breathing prayer.    Read it several times and 

decide on a phrase – or even two words - that speaks to you.  

You could choose from these examples or select your own – 
In the beginning / was the Word   The light shines / darkness has not overcome  
The Word was with God  / and the Word was God Light / darkness 
 

Find a comfortable place to sit, set your timer for 5 minutes and close your eyes.    Breathe in 

slowly to a count of 4 or so, and breathe out to the same count.   Once you feel ready, begin to 

say the first part of your phrase as you breathe in and the second part as you breathe out. 

Perhaps imagine the Holy Spirit or light filling you as you breathe in and sadness or gloom 

leaving you as you breathe out.    Or maybe choose to feel peace come in as you breathe in and 

your wish to share that peace with the world as you breathe out.     Or perhaps you will just 

want to focus on the words.    It is up to you. 

 

Your mind may start to wander during your five minutes.   That’s okay.   Just let the thought 

pass by without dwelling on it and bring your attention back to your breath and your words. 

Once the timer chimes (or if you don’t have a time, once you have completed several cycles), 

make one last big inhale and exhale and slowly open your eyes.  

 

Take this breathing prayer with you through Advent season and come back to it as you feel 

stress or sadness; as you want to connect with the meaning of the season; as feels right for you. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

 
 



 

  

 
 



Thursday December 7 John 1:6-9 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming 
into the world. 

When I was a child in Sunday School this scripture was very confusing to me. The analogies 
were beyond my young concrete thinking. I had a Sunday School teacher who used this hymn to 
help our class understand what Jesus had taught John.  

Jesus Bids Us Shine 
 
Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear light, 
Like a little candle burning in the night. 
In this world of darkness so let us shine 
You in your small corner, and I in mine. 
 
Jesus bids us shine, first of all for Him; 
Well He sees and knows it, if our light grows dim. 
He looks down from Heaven to see us shine 
You in your small corner, and I in mine. 
 
Jesus bids us shine, then, for all around; 
Many kinds of darkness in the world are found 
Sin and want and sorrow; so we must shine 
You in your small corner, and I in mine. 
 
I learned at Riviera to leave my small corner and share and shine my light as best I can. 

When you are ready, say or read this prayer: 

Creator God, you send me prophets and you send me light.   Open my eyes to the true light, 
Jesus Christ, as I live through the Advent Season.    Just as Jesus is a light in the darkness, let me 

be a light to the world in his name.    In his name I pray, Amen.  

 

 

 
 



Friday December 8 Jeremiah 33:14-16  
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I shall fulfill the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah.  15 In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.  And this is the 

name by which it will be called:  “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

I confess, I'd never read much of Jeremiah and hadn't a clue to context for understanding this. 

OK, sure, on the face, Jeremiah was a prophet who said God said that a righteous someone 

would come from the house of David; in hindsight that's foretelling the coming of Jesus.  What 

did that mean to folks at the time?  Why should we care now?  As usual, I went to the Box of 

Knowledge for answers. 

Strangely, the Huffington Post helped me most (read all here) .  It offers (paraphrased): 
1

'Jeremiah promises a righteous branch, which carries rich and varied tradition, deeply rooted in 

the world and literature of the Old Testament. The tree of life in the Garden of Eden links trees 

with ideas of abundance, fertility and renewal.  The Old Testament also uses arboreal imagery 

to talk about leaders, especially kings.  Blessings from God reminiscent of Eden are delivered by 

way of a royal figure.  

This imagery is somewhat surprising in Jeremiah, who hates politicians. Sharp criticism and 

skepticism about kings dominate the first 30 chapters of the book. And yet, the prophet’s vision 

of hope has a king at the center.  

A view of the book’s historical context will help. Jeremiah straddles the most momentous event 

of Israel’s history: the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple and the exile of its leaders to 

Babylon (586 B.C.E.). In the first half of the book, the prophet announces that God is furious 

with the people of Judah, in particular its leaders, because they have reneged on the covenant 

they made with God through Moses. They have not taken care of the poor, and they have not 

lived according to the stringent demands to worship God alone.  

Not surprisingly, the leaders did not want to hear critiques of their ways... no politician wants to 

look weak.   According to Jeremiah, the leaders' desire to maintain their own power and 

influence trumped everything.  

This description of Judah prior to its destruction rings contemporary bells.  You don’t have to be 

a political radical to see connections between Judah’s pre-exile government and our U.S. 

government. Even in a divided nation such as ours, Democrats and Republicans alike agree that 

politicians often prioritize the maintenance of their own power at the expense of the nation’s 

1  https://www.huffingtonpost.com/amy-erickson/jeremiah-33-14-16-after-the-chaos-ends_b_2199632.html 

 
 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/amy-erickson/jeremiah-33-14-16-after-the-chaos-ends_b_2199632.html


interests. Shocking displays of self-interested hypocrisy drive the abysmal job approval ratings 

of Congress.   As the country slides toward the fiscal cliff, politicians focus on how they can push 

a rival over the edge rather than on trying to break the nation’s fall. So many of our country’s 

leaders deliver sound bites that assign blame. Jeremiah would not be surprised. 

Given Jeremiah’s cynicism about politicians, it is remarkable that when he makes a radical turn 

to hope, at the center of his hope seems to be a political leader.  

The difference has to do Jeremiah’s new vantage point. His prophecy that Judah would be 

destroyed has come to pass. Babylon’s armies are invading the land with efficient brutality. War 

and Death are the backdrop for his prophecies of hope and renewal.   Jeremiah preaches that 

the end marks a beginning -  an opportunity for a fresh start. A righteous branch, pruned from a 

dying tree and replanted by God, will mark the tentative new start for this people.  

A leader who is defined by righteousness will stand at the center of this restored community, 

ensuring that justice prevails. This king is radical, not because he does something never 

imagined, but because he actually does what he should do. He rules, not in the service of 

securing power and prestige for himself, but for the good of others.  

The city under this new king will be so secure, so safe for everyone (and not just a few), and so 

radically changed that it will need a new name: “the Lord is our righteousness.”  

We in this year of our Lord, 2017, must work and dream and pray for a new promise of rebirth – 

of hope and righteousness in our own time (without an invasion as backdrop). 

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

God of the ages, you've seen all of our vain and sinful ways before, time and again.  You have 

tried to lead us on the right path, but we continually turn away.   We do not listen when our 

mistakes are made clear.  We believe we know best.  We continue to take the fast way, the 

easy way, the self-gratifying way.   Help us to learn from that history, before too much longer, 

and give us the hope and courage to walk in the way of righteousness that has been shown to 

us over and over.   Help us to seek and to be, not kings but servants, righteous branches in 

our own time.    Amen 

 

 
 



Saturday December 9 Isaiah 60:19-22 
 

The sun will no more be your light by day, 

    nor will the brightness of the moon 

shine on you, 

for the LORD will be your everlasting light, 

    and your God will be your glory. 
20 Your sun will never set again, 

    and your moon will wane no more; 

the LORD will be your everlasting light, 

    and your days of sorrow will end. 
21 Then all your people will be righteous 

    and they will possess the land forever. 

They are the shoot I have planted, 

    the work of my hands, 

    for the display of my splendor. 
22 The least of you will become a thousand, 

    the smallest a mighty nation. 

I am the LORD;    in its time I will do this 

swiftly.”  

 

 

Dancing in the Light of God.   I read today’s scripture passage several times and 
each time my mind went to this picture, drawn many years ago.   It symbolizes 
dancing in the Light of God.   Which, I believe speaks to me from today’s passage. 
 The dancer is celebrating the news of the promises of the scripture. 

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

God, Thank you for giving us your Light, your good news and your promises of the scripture. 

Lead me in a joyous dance in your light.   Amen 

 

 

 
 



Sunday December 10 Isaiah 
40:1, 3-8 

The Ancient Prophet says: 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
3 A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
LORD, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
 

5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6 A voice says, “Cry out!” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the 
field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand 
forever. 

This passage always makes me think of the song “Prepare Ye” from Godspell.   In the film 
version, modern day people are going through their daily lives.  Then they hear and are 
attached to the cry “Prepare Ye” coming from John the Baptist, who is standing in a fountain. 
As they get closer, they begin to shed their shoes, hats and other items that weigh them down. 
The crowd gathers in a fountain and splashes and dances with joy to the simple cry:  Prepare 
Ye. 

The promise in today’s reading is that out of the wilderness of our daily lives there is a way to 
be lifted up.  For the rough places in our lives to be smoothed over.  

You can find a link to this movie scene on YouTube if you are interested. 

 When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

Holy One, send me to prepare the way for the arrival of Jesus.   Let me prepare with joy.   Lift 

up my low places and smooth out my rough roads.   In his name, Amen 

  

 
 



Monday December 11 Psalm 43:3-5 

3 Oh, send out your light and your truth—let them lead me. Let them lead me to your Temple 
on your holy mountain, Zion. 4 There I will go to the altar of God, my exceeding joy, and praise 
him with my harp. O God—my God! 5 O my soul, why be so gloomy and discouraged? Trust in 
God! I shall again praise him for his wondrous help; he will make me smile again, for he is my 
God! 

 

Photo of the Canadian Rockies by Karen Moyer 

Psalms Chapters 42 & 43 are the prayers of a man in exile. The recurrent passage is: “Why am I 
so sad? Why am I so troubled? I will put my hope in God and once again I will praise him, my 
savior and my God. “ 

These passages remind me that God sends his light to all of us, in our busy day to day life and to 
hear his good news. I find peace when I am in church, especially after long travels. I am happy 
to be home again at RPC, with friends who are my family, and we can all sing praises to God!!! 

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

God, We thank you for your many blessings and your continuous presence in our lives. Help to 
put our trust in you and not feel troubled or afraid.  Amen 

 
 



  

 
 



Tuesday December 12 Psalm 27:1-4 

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation.    Who is there to fear? The LORD is my life’s fortress. 
 Who is there to be afraid of?  2 Evildoers closed in on me to tear me to pieces.      My 
opponents and enemies stumbled and fell. 3   Even though an army sets up camp against me, 
my heart will not be afraid. Even though a war breaks out against me, I will still have 
confidence in the LORD. 4 I have asked one thing from the LORD. 
This I will seek:     to remain in the LORD’s house all the days of my life in order to gaze at the 
LORD’s beauty and to search for an answer in his temple. 
 

 I have to admit that upon receiving an invitation to write something inspirational for an Advent 

devotional book, I was struck with fear. I mean who am I to write something inspirational, and 

for a devotional booklet nonetheless?  We at Riviera have so many accomplished members. 

Educated intellectuals, smart kind people who I truly believe are witnesses to God's grace and 

love.  

I myself struggle all and every day with feeling of doubt and frustration.  Then I read the Psalm 

27 1- 4 and fear struck again. What did I get myself into? I'm going to fail and disappoint 

everyone. You see, I can be my worst enemy. It manifests itself in me becoming off-putting. I 
become unpleasant [yes really], disagreeable and quick to rebuff anyone when I feel irritated.  

Then I read the first verse again.  "THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION WHOM SHOULD 

I FEAR?" The fear subsided. I knew I could do this with God's help; all things are possible.  Then I 
am reminded that when I become that person who offends, rebuffs or disappoints, I am acting 

out of fear. Its then that I find myself praying to God for grace and forgiveness. When I offend 

someone I do the same. I apologize and try to find a solution for the situation. It is only then 

that I can find peace with myself. It sounds so simple but it’s something that I believe a lot of 

people struggle with every day. 

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

Holy One, help us to find peace in times of fear and doubt. Even in the face of our enemies give 

us grace and confidence to know that you are by our sides. Today and every day. In Jesus's 

name we pray, AMEN. 

   

 
 



                       

  

 
 



Wednesday December 13 Isaiah 2:2-5 

2 In days to come 
the mountain where the Temple stands 
will be the highest one of all, 
towering above all the hills. 
Many nations will come streaming to it, 
3 and their people will say, 
“Let us go up the hill of the Lord,2.3: hill of the Lord: 
Mount Zion, the hill in Jerusalem 
which formed part of the area on which the Temple 
was built. 
to the Temple of Israel's God. 
He will teach us what he wants us to do; 
we will walk in the paths he has chosen. 

For the Lord's teaching comes from Jerusalem; 
from Zion he speaks to his people.” 
 
4 He will settle disputes among great nations. 
They will hammer their swords into plows 
and their spears into pruning knives. 
Nations will never again go to war, 
never prepare for battle again. 
 
5 Now, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light 
which the Lord gives us! 

 
Walking in nature, alone with your thoughts, can lead to reflection and sometimes revelation. 
Did you know that the Japanese have developed a new word-- shinrin-yoku -- that means 
“forest bath?”  Most of us know the quiet joy that nature reveals, but I like this idea of 

2

intentional cleansing and renewal amongst the trees. If you can, step outside, and imagine 
stressful obligations dissipating as your focus turns to the shift of the breeze, the rustle of the 
palm, the scent of the soil. Dwell here. Clothe yourself with peace and adorn yourself with 
calm. Wear these natural gifts when you return to the present seemingly hate-filled world. As 
news of disasters, nuclear threats and bigotry surrounds you, take comfort in the tenacious 
hope, now ancient, that people can transform themselves and their world. 
 
When you are ready, read or say this prayer:  
Oh Yahweh, could it be that living in a Christian community creates a desire to dwell in peace? 
Oh Lord Jehovah, could it be that walking in nature-- climbing the path to Mount Zion-- leads to 
an actual experience of peace?  
Oh Emmanuel, could it be that by calming our minds we are washing away our distracting 
anxieties, and in doing so we are replenishing the soil, preparing the way for seeds of hope? 
Oh El Olam, may it be so for we yearn for Peace on Earth and trust that our communal journey 
is taken, as it was by Jesus Christ, along the path of transformation. Amen. 
  

2 
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/07/17/536676954/forest-bathing-a-retreat-to-nature-can-bo
ost-immunity-and-mood 
 

 
 



Thursday December 14 Isaiah 35:1 7-10 
 

 THE VOICELESS BREAK INTO SONG  
 

The title of this meditation is from The Message version of the Bible for Chapter 35 of Isaiah 
and invokes thoughts of Advent season hymns.  Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel has a similar 
message to the scripture verse; a combination of the makes this an Advent message.  (The 
hymn verses are in italics and The Message version of scripture is in plain text.) 
 
 O come, O Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show and teach us in its ways to go.  

Wilderness and desert will sing joyously, the badlands will celebrate and flower— 
Like the crocus in spring, bursting into blossom, a symphony of song and color. 
Hot sands will become a cool oasis, thirsty ground a splashing fountain.  
Even lowly jackals will have water to drink, and barren grasslands flourish richly. 

O come, O Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home. 
Make safe for us the heavenward road and bar the way to death's abode.  

There will be a highway called the Holy Road.  No one rude or rebellious is permitted on 
this road.  It’s for God’s people exclusively—impossible to get lost on this road. Not even 
fools can get lost on it.  No lions on this road, no dangerous wild animals—nothing and 
no one dangerous or threatening. Only the redeemed will walk on it. 

O come, O come, Immanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

The people God has ransomed will come back on this road.  They’ll sing as they make 
their way home to Zion, unfading halos of joy encircling their heads, welcomed home 
with gifts of joy and gladness as all sorrows and sighs scurry into the night. 

O come, O Bright and Morning Star, and bring us comfort from afar! 
Dispel the shadows of the night and turn our darkness into light.  
O come, O King of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind. 
Bid all our sad divisions cease and be yourself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

The last verse of the hymn seems an appropriate sentiment for this particular Advent 
season. This message is one of expectation and describes all the joys that accompany 
the seasonal return of Christ. 
 

Friday December 15 1 John 1:4-7 

 
 



5 This is the message 
we have heard from 
him and declare to 
you: God is light; in 
him there is no 
darkness at all.  

 

 6 If we claim to 
have fellowship with 
him and yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie 
and do not live out 
the truth. 

 

  7 But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in 
the light, we have 
fellowship with one 
another, and the 
blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from 
all sin. 

 

The journey into advent is the anticipation of arrival. This always comes to me when I am out 
walking. Paths are a big symbol for me, and light as well. I feel the warmth of the sun and smile 
at how comforted I feel and how blessed I feel to have my faith. My paths have been long, and 
dark, and light and fun and curious and always held with anticipation of new discoveries and 
beginnings and the knowledge that God is always there. I hope everyone can walk Into the God 
light and let it fill them as it has filled me with hope and love and joy.  

When you are ready, read or say this prayer:  

Dear God, lead me into your path this day and every day that I may filled with hope and love 
and joy.   Amen 

 
 



Saturday December 16 1 Peter 2:5-9 King James Version 

(KJV) 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, 

elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the 

stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, 

being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 

ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light; 

 

Upon reading this I immediately thought of the members of Riviera as the “lively stones.”  The 

image this conveys, especially in the context of stones making up the structure of a building, is 

simplistic as it is appealing.  Each one is equally important to the other and a little dependent 

on one another.  When one is cracked, chipped or dusty – it affects the others. “Stones” rest 

upon each other on a solid foundation. We have that at Riviera – a solid and strong foundation. 

Changes may occur over time, foundations may even crack.  However, fixes are made and the 

basic foundation maintains its integrity.  Over time, more stones are added and the structure 

continues to grow.  

When you are ready, read or say this prayer aloud: 

Dear God – I am a lively stone in many aspects of my life and know I am a part of something 

greater than myself.  Help me as I balance being one of many structures – the many areas in my 

life – that need me and are important to me.  Your guidance, especially at this time of year, will 

guide me as to what is truly important.  

 

 

 

 
 



Sunday December 17 Isaiah 61:1-4 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; the LORD has sent me 
to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in 
Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the 
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display God’s glory. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 
repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 

GOOD NEWS!  Take a moment to meditate on these words of comfort in the first two verses. 
Which words speak to you?  

“good news to the oppressed”  “bind up the brokenhearted” 
“liberty to the captives”  “release to the prisoners”  “comfort to all who mourn” 

Jesus began his public ministry at his home town synagogue.  He read these words from Isaiah 
and told everyone the words were fulfilled in him that day.  (Read Luke 4.16-21 to see how that 
turned out!)  Jesus came to bring good news to all who will receive it.  And we who have 
received the good news are called to respond: to build up, to raise up, to repair, to display the 
Lord’s glory in our lives. (verses 3-4)  

As you prepare for the coming of the Lord’s Anointed One, how will you respond to the good 
news?  How will you become an “oak of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display God’s 
glory”?  Why not begin with prayer? 

 

PRAYER:  Holy God, we praise you that you are a God of freedom and healing and hope.  You 
lift us when we are oppressed, bind up our broken hearts, and release us from the prison of 
fear.  Now send us to live the good news of your liberating love.  In the name of your Anointed 
One, Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 

 

 
 



  

 
 



Monday December 18 John 9:1-7 
9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man 

nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We 

must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 

work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he 

spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 
7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 

washed and came back able to see. 

 

I love how practical this passage is.    There is obviously a big theological dispute going on 

among the group.  There are rules!   Who broke the rules?  Who can we blame?  If it is 

someone’s fault, we don’t have to help.  

Jesus ignores the dispute, cuts to the chase and cures the blind man.    The curing of the blind 

man is an example to the world of the divinity of Jesus.    Jesus was sent by God not to argue 

arcane points of blame and sin.   Instead, he was sent to show that God is light and gives 

light/sight to all. 

When our relationship with God, the Church, Presbyterianism, or anything else starts to feel 

like a set of rules that create guilt or blame, then we become the blind people.   We lose sight 

of the fact that Jesus was sent here to be the light of the world and help us live a life of 

connection and service to others.  

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

Healing God, Open my eyes to the glory of the Christ who was sent to us, lived as a man and 

walked on this earth.    Let his light be seen in me and my life.    AMEN 

 

  

 
 



Tuesday December 19 Luke 3: 1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and 
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word 
of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around 
the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in 
the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 

    every mountain and hill made low. 

The crooked roads shall become straight, 

    the rough ways smooth. 
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 

The preachings of John the Baptist: John hears the word of God directly and went through the 

territory of the Jordan River preaching….”Get the road ready for the Lord” He reveals the 

written word of the prophet Isaiah to also prepare the road for the Lord.  In this Advent season 

we are all preparing for the arrival of the Lord. In a very busy season of preparing for so many 

other things, let us never lose sight of the “reason for the season”. 

 

Prayer: God, We thank you for sending your son, we thank you for all your blessings during this 

holiday season. Help us to take a step back each day and reflect on your good news and love in 

our busy lives. Amen 

 

  

 
 



Wednesday December 20 Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 

3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

5 Righteousness will be his belt 

    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 

    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together; 

    and a little child will lead them. 

7 The  cow will feed with the bear, 

    their young will lie down together, 

    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 

9 They will neither harm nor destroy 

    on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 

    as the waters cover the sea. 
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 

him, and his resting place will be glorious. 
 

 

To me, one detail of this advent Bible passage captures my imagination: Isaiah 11: verse 10. “And in that 
day there shall be a root of Jesse which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles 
seek, and his rest shall be glorious.” The visionary stuff described so enthusiastically in the first nine 
verses of these ten verses of prophesy dwells on sources of fear and causes for enmity.  After 
introducing the concept of a speaker whose words have the power to dethrone the mighty and change 
the world, the prophet depict what kinds of things can happen with the appearance of this personage 
sent from God. The wolf shall lie down with the lamb (and not eat him), likewise the leopard with the 

 
 



kid, and the fatling and the young lion. Snakes will have no venom to harm even children. The world that 
results from this personage’s teachings will remove all cause for fear. Okay, fine, but in that last verse, 
the source of both dread and disdain for ordinary Jews – the Gentiles - receives mention. The prophet 
foresees their being drawn to the words of the predicted “root of Jesse.” I wonder if this expression 
reflects a yearning on the part of Jews to be somehow united with the Gentiles. In the cultural context 
of the times (ca. 800 BCE), the gentiles were constantly invading, challenging, offering alternative gods, 
and wreaking havoc.  Nevertheless, the prophet says, “to it shall the Gentiles seek.” What kind of 
powerful message was this personage going to express? Could it possibly lead to union between Jews 
and Gentiles? So far, it’s the only part of this prophesy that has become literally true. Wolves still eat 
lambs and lions fatlings, but some Gentiles and Jews live and work together as brothers and sisters. 
Therein lies the hope embedded in Isaiah 11: 1-10 for me. 

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

Uniting God, As we yearn for unity in our daily lives, we give thanks for the hope you give us as 
embodied in the gift of Jesus.  AMEN 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 



Thursday December 21 Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[b] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 
sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left 
her. 

  

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24929b


The Bible is filled with stories of unlikely people asked to do extraordinary things.   Moses being asked to 
lead the people out of Egypt; Mary (an unmarried girl!) being told she will be pregnant.  The person 
being asked balks but then is reassured by the news that God will be a presence during the unexpected 
journey.   God’s presence gives them the confidence to move forward – to even move forward with joy. 

Our lives are also filled with unexpected demands that force us out of our comfort zones – perhaps as 
simple as writing a devotion for your Church’s advent devotional (☺).   Think of a time when you have 
been presented with a need or problem that made you uncomfortable because you felt you didn’t have 
the right skills or didn’t want to risk making a mistake.      I am hesitating in asking people I don’t know to 
sign an important petition because I don’t want to risk rejection.  

Now imagine God’s presence with you as you fill that need or solve that problem.   Feel the strength and 
support that allows you to move forward with confidence.   Or perhaps to move forward at all! 

Mary’s life was turned upside down by the angel’s news – but she accepted the call and moved forward 
confidently knowing God was with her.    Imagine what we could accomplish if we do the same in our 
lives.  

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

God, Give me the strength to be your servant in the world.  Instead of facing a new challenge with fear 
or discomfort, let me feel your presence and comfort so that I may do your will with confidence.  AMEN 

 

 

 
 



Friday December 22 Luke 1:46-56 

 

And Mary said, 

I’m bursting with God-news; 

I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. 

God took one good look at me, and look what happened…. 

I’m the most fortunate woman on earth! 

What God has done for me will never be forgotten. 

The God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others. 

His mercy flows in wave after wave 

on those who are in awe before him. 

He bared his arm and showed his strength, 

scattered the bluffing braggarts. 

He knocked tyrants off their high horses, 

pulled victims out of the mud. 

The starving poor sat down to a banquet, 

The callous rich were left out in the cold. 

He embraced his chosen child, Israel; 

He remembered and piled on the mercies, 

piled them high. 

It’s exactly what he promised, 

Beginning with Abraham and right up to now. 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months and then went back to her own home. 

(The Message) 

  

 
 



I don’t know about you, but if I let it, I am made weary by all the examples surrounding us today                     

of the ubiquitous inflammatory and vainglorious rhetoric. Women are, thankfully, beginning to            

speak out about those issues that have shackled us for way too long. Too many have lost the                  

ability to show love for one another. Because I like to stay informed about what’s going on in                  

the world it is unlikely that I will turn off TV and the Internet and stop reading the newspaper.                   

We do, however, have a source of encouragement. Today’s scripture addresses these very             

situations of concern about what is happening in our country, to us and to our neighbors. God’s                 

declaration of God’s promise to us is right there. As a matter of fact, it comes in the form of a                     

powerfully positive song! Praise God and God’s promise to humankind! 

 

*There are many choices of composers and performers on YouTube of Magnificat. Take time to               

enjoy and be inspired. 

  

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

Dear God, When daily concerns seem overwhelming help me to remember your promise to              

Love us. I will listen to with an open heart to Mary’s song and lift my voice in praise to you.                     

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday December 23 Matthew 1:18-25  

 
 



18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 

married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 

Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20But after he had 

considered this, an angel of the LORD appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what the LORD 

had said through the prophet: 23"The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 

call him Immanuel" (which means "God with us"). 24When Joseph woke up, he did what the 

angel of the LORD had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not 

consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

Imagine having saved yourself your whole live for marriage.  Image having found the one that 

you would marry, either through love or through a family arrangement.  Image the excitement 

of a planning a wedding and a life together.  Then image your betrothed telling you that they 

were pregnant.  I think the normal reaction one would expect is anger, hurt, and 

embarrassment.  You would ask, “Who was the other person?  Why have you done this? Do you 

love them?”  But instead of being met with contrition, instead you betrothed says that they 

didn’t do anything, and hadn’t been with any one.  I think most of us would not be as gracious 

as Joseph.  Instead of seeking a quiet divorce, most of use would act to try to reflect the anger, 

hurt, and embarrassment back at the one that we thought had wronged us. 

But in this moment of despair, an angel came to Joseph and told him not to be afraid.  The Lord 

was with him and Mary, and that he should take her as his wife.  I think most of us would have 

a hard time showing our faces with a pregnant fiancé when we knew we were not, in modern 

terms, the baby’s daddy.  But Joseph did as God asked and took Mary as his wife. 

Who is it in this world that we are ashamed to be associated with but ought to love?  Is it the 

person that has repeatedly failed to do what they should?  Is it the person that have beliefs that 

are different than our own?  Is it those that we just don’t understand? 

When you are ready, read or say this prayer:  Dear God, Please give us the strength to face the 
challenges of life that shake us to our core.  Give us the strength to not be afraid as we face a 
world full of things that we do not understand.  Give us the strength to love all of your creation.  

 
 



Sunday December 24  Isaiah 
9:1-2, 6-7 
1 Nevertheless, the time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of Zebulon and 
Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles, which 
lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with glory. 
 
2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. 
For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine. 
6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. 
The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His government and its peace will never end. 
He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David 
for all eternity. (New Living Translation) 
 

“The days grow short when you reach September,” so goes the song by Kurt Weill. Winter days 

are short, and there is more darkness. We look to the east each morning for the sunrise and 

light in our day. Isaiah promises a king who will shine on us light from the east.  We look out 

from Zebulon and Naphtali, places of darkness, to the east beyond the Jordan, toward the light. 

That light is the one light that will brighten our darkness. 

The birth of Jesus reminds us of that light in our lives, the light of God, that even in the shortest 

days and darkest hours, God’s light will shine. Isaiah declares that which is most sure about 

God’s promises, that darkness and despair are not the last word.  That Word, the Word made 

flesh, is Jesus, a Prince of Peace and a great light that shines on us all.  

When you are ready, read or say this prayer: 

Prayer: Lord, open our eyes to your light, the light of our lives, Jesus Christ.  We thank you that 

when we look out from our places of darkness, we see your light that is always shining! Amen 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

December 25 Luke 2:1-20 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A1-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24976a


praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told. 
 

 
 



Our Advent Devotional Booklet ends with the familiar nativity story found in the Gospel of Luke. 

It’s the one we all know and love with the baby Jesus laying in a manger as there was no room 

for him in the inn, the shepherds, while watching their flocks in the fields, were visited by 

angels telling them that the savior... their messiah... has been born. And if the baby in the 

manger and the angels in the fields were not amazing enough......these shepherds dropped 

everything and immediately went to visit the Holy family and announce the birth of this very 

special child. Truly Amazing! 

 
When I was a child, we had a golden book (remember those?) with this text in it that my mom 
would read, along with all our other Christmas books at night.  When the Luke passage was 
read to us, it seemed magical.  It was so peaceful.  The story seemed like a soft blanket bringing 
warmth and comfort to the world.  Again, Truly Amazing! 
 
And the story is.  It is meant to amaze us.  It is meant to fill us with hope, with love, and with 
promise that God was with us, is with us now, and will still be with us tomorrow.  
 
Amazing! 
 

Merry Christmas and Peace and Goodwill to All!  
  

 
 



Thank you to all our contributors: 
 

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT  
Sunday December 3 - Isaiah 64:4-9 Missy Shiverick 
Monday December 4 - 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Cris Sweeny  
Tuesday December 5 - Mark 13:33-37 Hannah Woodson 
Wednesday December 6 - John 1:1-5 Barbara Overton  
Thursday December 7 - John 1:6-9 Mimi Sutherland 
Friday December 8 - Jeremiah 33:14-16 Karen Picciano  
Saturday December 9 - Isaiah 60:19-22 Allison Anderson 

 
SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT  

Sunday December 10 - Isaiah 40:1-8 Barbara Overton  
Monday December 11 - Psalm 43:3-5 Kathy Stults 
Tuesday December 12 - Psalm 27:1-4 Steve Padilla  
Wednesday December 13 - Isaiah 2:3-5 Michele Ready  
Thursday December 14 - Isaiah 35:1 7-10 Janet Peterson  
Friday December 15 - 1 John 1:4-7 Allison Anderson  
Saturday December 16 - 1Peter 2:5-9 Susan Mazzola  

 
THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT  

Sunday December 17 - Isaiah 61:1-4 Rosemary Noga Welton 
Monday December 18 - John 9:1-7 Barbara Overton 
Tuesday December 19 - Luke 3:1-6 Kathy Stults  
Wednesday December 20 - Isaiah 11:1-10 Bryan Page  
Thursday December 21- Luke 1:26-38 Barbara Overton  
Friday December 22 - Luke 1:46-56 Sandy Barrow  
Saturday December 23 - Matthew 1:18-25 Corey Lee  

 
FOURTH WEEK IN ADVENT  

Sunday December 24 - Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 David Welton  
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
Monday December 25 - Luke 2:1-20 Missy Shiverick  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



My Advent Journey 2017 
Use these pages (or not) to write down your own Advent journey and reflections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



…. My Advent Journey 2017 
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