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Women’s Study Group 
Thursday, October 19 

7 -8:30pm  
in the church library 

 
Women of Riviera are invited to attend the first meeting of this 
2017-2018 study. 
 
Community, in all its shapes and expressions will be  
explored in this study.  
 
Our prayer is that this study will help us strengthen our own com-
munities.  
 
For more information please contact the church office.  

http://www.rivierachurch.org


 
  
 
October 2017 
 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 
What happened to September?  I think it was re-
named Irma this year! 
I thank God that our church family was all safe 
even though a few people deserve added gold 
stars in their report cards of life for patience and en-
durance without the creature comfort of electricity.  
Called together as Christ’s body, we stayed in 
touch with each other, like a family does, and came 

through it together.  And in the days ahead, there will be opportunities for us to help 
Presbyterian Churches who must still minister to their communities (particularly Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in Key West).  Our church is a dropping off point for needed sup-
plies to go down to the Keys so we will play an active role in the relief efforts.  
 
We have several wonderful things happening this month at church!  We will celebrate 
World Communion Sunday on October 1st when we join with Christians throughout 
the world in celebrating the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  It will be international in 
song and word as we will hear the Lord’s Prayer in many different languages.   
Other October highlights include: 
New members will join the church on October 8th. This is ALWAYS a huge celebration 
in the life of a church!!!! 
Rosemary Welton will preach on October 22nd.  She talked to the Women’s Bible 
Study several months ago about the 10 Commandments and shared with them her re-
search on moving from negative statements to positive rules for life.  When I saw that 
the lectionary readings for October included the 10 Commandments, and that if I were 
to preach on them, I would just be quoting her, I was happy when she accepted the 
invitation to fill our pulpit once again.  
AND, on October 29th we will celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Our 
music, our prayers, and the sermon will all reflect our rich history and tradition.  
AND!!!! we will celebrate Martin Luther in the style he would most prefer later that af-
ternoon with a hymn sing-a-long at Duffy’s bar.  Martin Luther was ‘well acquainted’ 
with pubs and singing and put sacred words to many of the pop songs sung in the 
pubs of his day. 
 
In Christ and Love, 
Missy 
 
The Rev. Martha M. Shiverick  
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Mission News... 

Riviera Presbyterian Church is one of the few churches in our Presbytery that takes all four of the 
Special Offerings from the PCUSA. This Offering is received to support Presbyterian Peacemaking, 
global witness and outreach beyond the United States, and peacemaking and/or outreach to the 
world.  The Offering was created in 1980 to support the efforts of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
to live out a deeper commitment to peacemaking as part of our faithfulness to God.  

25% of the collection stays with the congregation, to use locally 

25% goes to our Presbytery of Tropical Florida and  

50% goes to the PCUSA Peacemaking Mission. 

Riviera’s Mission Committee voted to donate the congregation’s 25% to Caguas Presbyterian 
Church in Puerto Rico.  Please make checks payable to Riviera Presbyterian Church and memo it 
Hurricane - Special Offerings. 

Throughout the month of October  
The Mission Committee of 

 Riviera Presbyterian Church 
challenges the congregation of Riviera and 

its Mission Partners to  
collect 250 pairs of white cotton socks  

by October 31  
  

These socks will be distributed to homeless 
individuals in Miami Dade County via the 

Medical Team at Camillus House and 
through the Riviera Food Pantry 

 Socks are one of the greatest needs of our 
neighbors who spend their days walking 

around the city without shelter.   

 You Can Help! 

Challenge your friends, family members and 
co-workers ask them to donate one pair per 

family member in their household. 

 Together we can all make a difference in 
someone’s life with a small act of kindness.  
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Mission News... 

Directors Report:  
We are so glad to be back at The Center after hurricane Irma. We were very fortunate not to have a lot of 

damage and were able to open thanks to the wonderful staff who worked really hard to clear the play-

grounds in order for the children to return safely.  

Don’t forget to sign your child up for the extra-curriculum actives. You can register them online at the vari-

ous vendors site. This year we are offering ballet, yoga, music, Spanish, soccer and martial arts.  

The Board of Directors meet the 3rd Monday of every month. If you are interested in serving on a committee 

feel free to contact the office. There will be a signup located in the breeze way on Parent Night for those 

who would like to know more about the committees.  

Lynn and Jessica 

Riviera is a drop off site 
for supplies for the Key 
West community. Here is a 
list of needed supplies.  
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Christian Education News... 

Want to get a glimpse 
into the sermon on 
Sunday morning? 
Come to Theology 
Over Morning Java 
Sundays at 9:30am in 
the church library.  

Theology Uncorked will meet on Sunday, October 

8th at 5pm at Titanic Restaurant and Brewery.  

All Are Invited  
 

Food and beverages are available for you to           
purchase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Church Sunday School Year’s theme is 
Learn and Serve - A weekly adventure 
through the Bible. 
 
Kids will learn about God and what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus through Bible        
stories and opportunities to serve as               
disciples in the classroom, the local              
community, and the world! Kids will explore 
Guatemala, Kenya, Alaska, and Armenia 
throughout the year as they dive deep into 
God’s Word together. 
 

Parents you are encouraged to download the 

app  Deep Blue Adventures in the app store to 

help your child reinforce what they learned on 

Sunday.  This is a free app filled with games, 

biblical stories and lessons.  

 

There will be two opportunities for members to talk 
about the book Waking Up White and Finding My-
self in the Story of Race by Debby Irving.  The 
book can be purchased on Amazon.  It was rec-
ommended by the Co-Moderators of our General 
Assembly that all Presbyterians read this book 
about racism in America.  We will use the readers' 
guide that they produced in our discussions.  The 
book discussions will be held Thursday Octo-
ber 26th at 7pm and Sunday November 5th in 
the Library during the First Sunday Lunch-
eon.  The discussions will be different so you 
can come to one or both of them. 

One Book One Church 



6 

Congregational Care News ... 

Justin H. has been deployed to South Korea. We will keep him and his company in our prayers until 
they returned home safely. People, who wish to send him a note can get his address from the church 
office. 

Fellowship & Community News... 

Save the Date 

Saturday, October 21 

7 – 9pm 

Join Nicole Prieto & Warren Broome 
on the piano, for Nicole’s first solo 

concert “The Music of My Life”.  
Enjoy music, food, and wine.  

See you there. 
 

Please RSVP on the  
Riviera Facebook Event Page or 

Call the church office at  

October Birthdays 
Angelo Semeraro - 3 

Cris Sweeny -3 

Rey Prieto - 6 

Pam Armour - 12 

Chuck Hannemann - 14 

Karen Collier - 15 

John German - 16 

Emilee German - 21 

Vivian German - 23 

 

If your birthday is not listed please let 

us know in the church office.  

Reformation Sing-a-Long 

Sunday, October 29 4:00- 5:00pm 

Duffy’s Tavern 2108 SW 57th Ave 
 

We will gather with our neighbors from the Coral Gables United 
Church of Christ as we commemorate the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation with a special Reformation edition of Beers and 
Hymns. Join us as we sing together some of the great music, 
chorales, and sung responses that came from that period of time 
including A Mighty Fortress is our God. Please bring money for 
the purchase of beverages (and/or available food) from Duffy’s– 
we want to be good partners with our venue. Free root beer for 
the kids and those who prefer a soda. Please note: Duffy’s does 
not take credit cards. 
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Worship & Music News... 

Hymns of the Reformation 
A Festival of Sacred Music 
Sunday, October 8—6:00pm, Trinity Cathedral, Miami  
 

 

The Festival of Reformation Hymns, originally planned for September 10 but canceled due to Hurricane Irma, 
has been rescheduled for Sunday October 8, 6:00pm. This commemoration will be unusual in bringing South 
Florida singers and music lovers together; the magnificent organ and wonderful acoustics of Trinity Cathedral 
(464 NE 16th Street, Miami, Florida 33132) will help make for a most memorable event. 

Hymns of the Reformation: a Festival of Sacred Music will be an exciting way to commemorate the remarkable 
500 year musical heritage of our churches. 

 

The event is open to everyone. Church choirs of all denominations are especially invited to join the festivities! 
The sound of numerous singers making music together in such a place as Trinity is rare and unforgettable. 
Singers that are part of this festival include the Anglican Chorale from Trinity Cathedral and the Miami Collegi-
um Musicum, and also members of the Civic Chorale of Greater Miami, singers from Miami Dade College, Flor-
ida International University, Barry University, the University of Miami, and choirs from across South Florida. 

 

This event is presented in collaboration with the Miami Bach Society, the American Guild of Organists, Florida 
Bahamas Synod Reformation 500, and the German Consulate in Miami. 

 

Parking is available in the lot directly across from the front of the Cathedral. 
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Riviera Presbyterian Church is open to all who want to be part of a community of faith seeking 

to reflect the path of Christ.  God makes no distinction among people and neither do we.  If you 

are  interested in inquiring about membership at Riviera please call the Rev. Martha Shiverick at               

305-666-8586 or email at marthashiverick@gmail.com 

Mission Statement 

Riviera Presbyterian Church is a spiritual community engaged in joyful worship, transformative           

education, and active service reflecting the path of Christ. 

Worship & Music News... 

COMMITTMENT TO PUT FAITH IN ACTION 

At Riviera Presbyterian Church, we believe service is one of the ways people connect 
to Jesus Christ. We also believe that we are called to be servants on mission as we give 
our time and resources—both in the church and our city. 

Below is a description of the Worship  Committee please read it over and see if this 
committee is a good fit for you. Our goal is to have every member, friend, child be  
involved. 
 

Worship  

We assist the Pastor and Minister of Music in providing worship experiences that are joyful and in-
spirational. We support a creative approach to special sanctuary decor. This committee also coordi-
nates and recruits individuals to support the worship activities such as ushers, greeters, acolytes, 
liturgists, communion schedule, preparation, and servers for special services and weekly Sunday 
services. We oversee the organ and piano maintenance/repair schedule. Our budget responsibilities 
oversee the materials needed for worship and music, as well as pulpit and music supply. We meet 
on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 9:30 - 10:15 am in the Pastor’s study. Please contact Pastor 
Missy at marthashiverick@gmail.com 
 
There is also opportunities to join the adult choir, children’s choir and children/adult bell choir. 
Please contact Music Director Warren Broome at simplepianoplayer@yahoo.com 
 


