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 August. 2017 
 
Dear Riviera family, 
 
Summer is definitely upon us in South Florida!  In the past 
week the lightning alarm at my swim team pool has gone off 
during three of our practices, the heat reached an all time high 
for the low temperature one day, and I went to a training event 
learning to canvas neighborhoods teaching people about the 
Zika Virus.   It might seem appropriate to shut ourselves up in 
our air conditioned homes and just wait until things cool down 
before we plan for the fall and where God calls our church and 
us as disciples.  But God continues to call us and the planning 

can’t wait!!!! 
 
On July 30th, backpacks were handed out at church to be filled with supplies for the first grade class at 
Frances Tucker Elementary School.  These are to be brought back by August 20th when we will bless all 
our backpacks, book bags, and brief cases before school starts the next day.  On Wednesday the 23rd the 
backpacks will be taken to Frances Tucker and given to the students. You are invited to come and help 
hand out the back packs to the children.  Those that went last year, found it very rewarding. 
 
We continue to live into our commitment to immigrants within our community as a sanctuary congrega-
tion with a fundraiser planned for Saturday night September 23rd.  The Syrian Supper Club will cook a 
meal for us and share with us about coming to the Miami area as refugees.  Although this event is not until 
September, if you are planning on attending, please make your reservation ASAP as these dinners sell out 
when the invitation goes public.   
 
Church officers and their spouses/partners and the staff will retreat on Saturday August 19th. This is an 
annual retreat where we can look at in-depth areas of the church life and mission for the year and plan 
church programs accordingly.  We will study our calling as a church, the direction of our missions, and 
how the congregational discussions that took place during worship this spring and summer direct us in 
our church programing.  Last year, an intense marketing campaign sprung out of our time together and I 
expect the same energy an planning to come out of this year’s staff officer retreat as well. 
 
So.... Yes, it is hot and YES we are hard at work, being and always becoming the body of Christ for the 
world.  I continue my excitement to be on this journey with you as we bring and share God’s love with 
our world. 
 
In Love and in Christ, 
 
Missy 
The Rev. Martha M. Shiverick 
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Young Adult Volunteer Farewell Litany - Jillian Gardner 

And 

DOOR Commissioning Service at Miami Shores Presbyterian 
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Mission News 

Sign up for the Syrian Supper Club Event – Saturday Evening, September 23! 

Riveria is excited to be hosting a special Syrian Supper Club event on Saturday, September 23 from 6:30 – 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall as an opportunity for a cultural exchange and to raise funds for Syrian  refugees.      
Tickets ($55 per person) are available here:  www.SignUpGenius.com/go/5080C4DA9AF28A5FD0-
syrian8   We are making the seats available to members and friends of    Riviera through July and then will 
open the event up to the public. 
 
The long-running civil war in Syria has triggered what the United Nations is calling the biggest humanitarian 

crisis of our time.   Millions of Syrians have been forced to flee their homeland as refugees and many of 

those have been resettled in South Florida – but have few resources to help them get started on a new life.    

The Syrian Supper Club is one way to help with that process.   Syrian families (selected by the coordinat-

ing sponsors) will be the chefs for the dinner. They will prepare a meal of their choosing, sharing favorite 

traditional dishes with guests.    The evening will be spent sharing food, culture, stories, hopes, community 

and greater understanding.     

Proceeds from ticket sales and other donations will be used to buy the groceries and pay the chefs for our 

event and to fund programs to support recently resettled families, helping ease the transition to their new 

life here in the U.S.   

Additional donations to Riviera to support the event are very welcome. We would appreciate sponsorships 

for special guests (like Young Adult Volunteers & members with financial hardship). 

Riviera’s hosting of the Syrian Supper Club supports the work of Presbyterian churches across the U.S.    
recognizing that on World Refugee Day (June 20) and every day, we must lift up the thousands of families 
who flee their homes and war-torn countries  
in search of a better life and remember the  
church’s commitment to provide refugees a safe haven.  
 
Please contact Barbara Overton (bovertonriv@gmail.com) 
if you have questions or would like to be part of the working 
committee for this event.       
 

# WeChooseWelcome 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4DA9AF28A5FD0-syrian8
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4DA9AF28A5FD0-syrian8
mailto:bovertonriv@gmail.com
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Mission News 

 Directors Report:  

We are looking forward to a Fantastic 2017-2018 school year.  

During the week of our closure (August 14th – 18th), the teachers will be hard at work setting up their 

classrooms to receive the children on August 21st. We will also have the infant room renovated with 

new cabinets. Ms. Mae, Ms. Angie and Ms. Gina are so excited to have a new space to accommodate 

their babies. Also during the week all the teachers will participate in staff development and teacher 

training in order to better serve our children and families.  

I am happy to say that we have successfully completed the voluntary Accreditation Professional Pre-

school Learning Environment Accreditation. The Child Care Center has been awarded a certificate 

that represents our committed to quality in early learning. Thank you for helping us implement the new 

hand washing procedures and signing your child in and out of care every day. During the next two 

months, a verifier from APPLE will visit us to ensure these procedures are being followed. Keep up 

the good work!  

We are looking forward to an exciting beginning of the school year.  

We hope everyone enjoys the rest of the summer!  

The CCC Administration  
Lynn Pino, Director 
Jessica Alexander , Assistant Director  

There are still Christmas Jars available for you to  

pickup.   

We provide you the jar/s and you provide the coins   

the rest of the year and during the week before 

Christmas you select someone to give it to anony-

mously.  

http://christmasjars.com/ 

http://christmasjars.com/
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Conversations About Membership 
If you are interested in being an active member of 

Riviera you are invited to attend The Conversations 

about Membership on Sunday, September 10 and 

17 at 10am.  Come and learn about the Presbyteri-

an Church and  what does it mean to be an active 

member in the life of Riviera.  Those deciding to 

join will meet with the Session on Sunday, Septem-

ber 24 at 10am and will be welcomed into member-

ship at the worship service. 

Mission News 

Riviera Members and Friends will 

once again be participating in a local 

mission project supporting education 

by collecting school supplies for the 

First Graders at Frances S. Tucker  

Elementary School.  

Please pick up backpacks at church.  Fill the 

backpack with the items on the list provided 

and return to Riviera by Sunday, August 20 for 

the Blessing of the Backpacks during the        

worship service.   

If you purchase the school supplies at Office 

Depot/Office Max there is a card available, on 

the table with the backpacks, for you to show at 

the register and the school will receive 5% 

credit to purchase additional supplies as          

needed.  

For you online shopper at Office Depot/Office Max the school designated code is 70022414. 

 

Please keep this code and card handy - every time you shop at Office Depot/Office Max through out the 

year Frances S. Tucker Elementary will be a recipient of 5% of your total purchase.  

Starting off the new school year with a new backpack and school supplies help children feel confident 

and ready to learn.  

If you would like to be part of the distribution team that goes to the school please contact Barbie at the 

church office.  
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Christian Education News 

Want to get a glimpse 
into the sermon on 
Sunday morning? 
Come to Theology 
Over Morning Java 
Sundays at 9:30am in 
the church library.  

Theology Uncorked will meet on Sunday, August 

13th at 5pm at Titanic Restaurant and Brewery.  

All Are Invited  
 

Food and beverages are available for you to           
purchase. 

Communication is key in all       

aspects of your life. Communi-

cation can be easy when you 

interact with those that think like 

you, but not so easy when you 

interact with someone who has 

opposing views.  

You are invited to register for 

the Communication Solutions 

Course being offered by the 

YES Institute - September 9 & 

10 

http://yesinstitute.org/

communications-solutions-

learning-objectives/ 

To register : https://

yesinstitute.org/register/ 

http://yesinstitute.org/communications-solutions-learning-objectives/
http://yesinstitute.org/communications-solutions-learning-objectives/
http://yesinstitute.org/communications-solutions-learning-objectives/
https://yesinstitute.org/register/
https://yesinstitute.org/register/
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August Birthdays 
Jose Perez - 3 

Morgan Adams - 6 

Susan Mazzola - 14 

Joanne Ruzow - 18 

Ethan Lee - 21 

Anne Calhoun - 30  
If your birthday is not listed please let 

us know in the church office.  

 

Fellowship & Community News 

VS 

RPC Concert Series DVDs 
We have DVDs available 

for  2017’s Cabaret -  
Missy’s Misfits, 
Pipe Dreams 

and 
My Way  

 
Suggested donation is $10 
Please fill out forms on the       
Welcome Area Information          
Table or contact the church       

office for your copies.  


