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 July 2017 
 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 
Ahhhhh July…. Summer vacations, slower 
schedules, and longer days.  It means Saturday 
mornings at the farmers’ markets with yummy local 
fruit and vegetables and abundant flowers! 
Well, at least that was what is was like back in 
Ohio! 
Here, summer means a concern for the storms     
developing in the Gulf of Mexico…. AND the 
dreaded words: Hurricane Preparedness!  We, who 
enjoy the fall, winter, and spring months, must   
worry about what each summer might bring.  Our 
slice of heaven the rest of the year, comes with a 
cost during the next few months. 
 

When I was new to South Florida, and we entered our first hurricane season, I was 
struck by how many people living here have signs of PTSD.  People need to talk and 
tell their hurricane stories.   Hurricanes Andrew, Katrina, and Wilma are still with us in 
many ways. People are changed by experiencing such forces of nature.   
 
And we are the lucky ones.  We have roofs over our heads and a church family who 
will watch out for each other in emergencies.  If members of our church were evacuat-
ed from their neighborhood, others would help shelter them.  We become a blessing 
to each other.  And, our presbytery has a committee and a plan established to help 
churches and members who need it after a storm has passed.  That is a blessing of 
being a part of a  connectional church system! 
 
Worship in July will continue in the round.  
*Exciting and tough subjects preached from texts in the Bible that are often avoided. 
We will look at the Sodom and Gomorrah Story in our study of the Book of Genesis 
and hear the message in this often misunderstood and mis-interpreted text.   
*We will once again have Christmas in July and pick up our Christmas Jars to begin 
saving coins for the holiday we make for others.   
*You are also invited to a book group this summer which will study Madeline L’Engle’s 
book, A Stone for a Pillow.   
*We will celebrate our year with DOOR intern Jillian Gardner as she leaves  to begin 
Law School in New York. 
We will hand out the Back Packs to be filled with school supplies for our mission to the 
first graders at Frances Tucker Elementary School.   
 
I look forward to these summer weeks and to where God continues to call us as        
disciples.   
 
In Love and In Christ, 
Missy 



3 

Riviera Family,  

 

I want to take this opportunity say thank you for welcoming me with 
open arms. Throughout my entire year it has been comforting to know 
that I had a church family to reach out to. The Riviera family, to me, is a 
community of faith in action. Not only does this church stand to protect 
the vulnerable members of society, but takes that call one step further. 
By being a part of your ministry I now truly understand the meaning of 
fellowship, solidarity, and compassion.  

 

As I leave Miami at the beginning of August I will always hold this 
church in my heart. In the Fall I will be attending law school and I want 
to thank all of the people who have given me guidance and advice 
about this new experience. I hope to carry with me the sense of         
unconditional welcome I have felt while being at your church.  

 

I have no doubt that Riviera will continue to be the light of God and be 
co-conspirators to change.  

 

Thank you,  

-Jillian  
—  

Jillian Gardner, Young Adult Volunteer PCUSA 

 

 

Sunday, July 23 we will be saying Godspeed to Jillian  
during the worship service.   
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Mission News 

Sign up for the Syrian Supper Club Event – Saturday Evening, September 23! 

Riveria is excited to be hosting a special Syrian Supper Club event on Saturday, September 23 from 6:30 – 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall as an opportunity for a cultural exchange and to raise funds for Syrian  refugees.      
Tickets ($55 per person) are available here:  www.SignUpGenius.com/go/5080C4DA9AF28A5FD0-
syrian8   We are making the seats available to members and friends of    Riviera through July and then will 
open the event up to the public. 
 
The long-running civil war in Syria has triggered what the United Nations is calling the biggest humanitarian 

crisis of our time.   Millions of Syrians have been forced to flee their homeland as refugees and many of 

those have been resettled in South Florida – but have few resources to help them get started on a new life.    

The Syrian Supper Club is one way to help with that process.   Syrian families (selected by the coordinat-

ing sponsors) will be the chefs for the dinner. They will prepare a meal of their choosing, sharing favorite 

traditional dishes with guests.    The evening will be spent sharing food, culture, stories, hopes, community 

and greater understanding.     

Proceeds from ticket sales and other donations will be used to buy the groceries and pay the chefs for our 

event and to fund programs to support recently resettled families, helping ease the transition to their new 

life here in the U.S.   

Additional donations to Riviera to support the event are very welcome.    We would appreciate sponsor-

ships for special guests (like Young Adult Volunteers & members with financial hardship). 

Riviera’s hosting of the Syrian Supper Club supports the work of Presbyterian churches across the U.S.    
recognizing that on World Refugee Day (June 20) and every day, we must lift up the thousands of families 
who flee their homes and war-torn countries  
in search of a better life and remember the  
church’s commitment to provide refugees a safe haven.  
 
Please contact Barbara Overton (bovertonriv@gmail.com) 
if you have questions or would like to be part of the working 
committee for this event.       
 

# WeChooseWelcome 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4DA9AF28A5FD0-syrian8
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4DA9AF28A5FD0-syrian8
mailto:bovertonriv@gmail.com
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Christian Education News 

Want to get a glimpse 
into the sermon on 
Sunday morning? 
Come to Theology 
Over Morning Java 
Sundays at 9:30am in 
the church library.  

Theology Uncorked will meet on Sunday, July 9th 

at 5pm at Titanic Restaurant and Brewery.  

This month’s Topic: 
 

What is a Christian Response to the  
Health Care Reform?  

 
All Are Invited  

 
Food and beverages are available for you to           
purchase. 

Session News 
 Called Congregational Meeting July 16 immediately following worship to hear report from the          

Nominating Committee 

Congregational Care News ... 

 If you or a family member are hospitalized, please notify the church office, Steve Padilla or Bonnie 
Hannemann. Even if you give the name of the church upon admission, the hospital will NOT notify 
us. Church Office 305-666-8586 x 2 Rev. Martha Shiverick;  305-666-8586 x 3 Barbara Prieto;               
Steve Padilla 305-753-5442 Bonnie Hannemann 305-323-7678 

 Hurricane Preparedness Forms - if you are new member to Riviera or need to update your form.  
Forms will be available at the information table.  Please fill out and return to the church office. 

Stewardship News 
During the month of July you will be receiving your second quarter contribution statement.  Please 
review it and notify Freddy Montenegro, our church bookkeeper if you have any questions.  
305-666-8586 x4 
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July Birthdays 
Leah Picciano  - 10 

Blaise Semeraro  - 12 

Brian Picciano - 23 

David German - 25 

Sarah Murray - 26 

Dylan Deville - 27 

Danny Morales - 28  
If your birthday is not listed please let 

us know in the church office.  

Fellowship & Community News 

VS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 29 at 7:10pm 
If you are interested please contact the church office to 

add your name to the list by Wednesday, July 5th.  

RPC Young Professionals Gathering  
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RPC Kids 

We are blessed to have a great group of talented, and independent kids at Riviera:  

 

Our youngest Graham went from a cute baby to playing soccer, Graham had a 
great school year .He got two awards, Most Improved and Sweetest, Loving 
and Perfect Attendance. He continues this summer in the program with the 
theme Asian Arts and Culture. 

 

 

 

 

Jakk has been doing plays  
and won  the Rising Star award  
at  Miami Children's Theater,  
as well as graduated  
from 5th grade!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sofia was in the  
production of Seussical 
at Area Stage.  

Gavin continues with his very funny and      

informative YouTube Channel - GavinTV.  

 

Thursday, July 13 
6:00pm GATE Graduation Dinner 

And Program 
 

RSVP  to the church office at 305-666-8586x3 



8 

Do you have old electronics collecting dust somewhere in your closets,  

garage or attics?  

You can bring them to Riviera and place in the electronic recycling bin 

outside of Fellowship Hall. 

If you received an email asking for your complete date of birth 

please reply in order to help us with the year end statistical report 

to the Office of General Assembly.  All dates are kept confidential.  

How can we distinguish the voice of God 

from one’s own subconscious?  Perhaps 

the rough distinction is this: The voice of 

the subconscious argues with you, tries to 

convince you; but the inner voice of God 

does not argue, does not try to convince 

you. It just speaks, and it is self-

authenticating. It has the feel of the voice 

of God within it.  

--E. Stanley Jones 

Deadline for August newsletter submissions is July 17th.    
Please submit to rivierachurch@bellsouth.net  - Subject Line - August Newsletter Submission 
Thank you. 


