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Worship—Sundays at 11:00am 
 MARCH 2017 

 

The Spark 

BEING THE LIGHT OF GOD 

Season of Lent 

Ash Wednesday marks the            

beginning of the liturgical sea-

son of Lent.  

Worship service with imposi-

tion of ashes will be held at 

7pm in the sanctuary. 

We will share various spiritual       

disciplines and preparations to        

embrace during Lent which 

can help us prepare for or re-

new our baptisms as part of the 

resurrection celebration at 

Easter.  

Join in  the journey of Lent at 

Riviera Presbyterian Church. 

 

Riviera Presbyterian Church 

5275 Sunset Drive       

Miami, FL 33143 

(305) 666-8586 

11:00am Sunday  

Service 

 

rivierachurch@bellsouth.net 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rivierachurch.org 

Like us on Facebook at   

  facebook.com/RivieraChurch        

http://www.rivierachurch.org


 

 March, 2017 

 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 

In the last half of the 25th chapter of Matthew, Jesus tells a 
story which is at the heart of his gospel message and leaves no 
doubt to the reader as to the ethic we must live by as Christ’s 

disciples.  He tells a story of judgement; a story in which      
people will be judged by their actions to others.  Did they fed 
him when he was hungry,  did they  give him something to 

drink when he was thirsty, did they welcomed him when he 
was a stranger, did they clothed him, and did they visit him in 

prison and when he was sick.  As you recall people were 
shocked by this judgement wanting to know when it was that 
they had interfaced with him and did or  did they not do these 

acts of charity.  And Jesus answered that our actions to and for 
each other are our actions to and for him.  He said, ‘As you did 
to the least of these, who are members of my family, you did it     

               to me.’ 
 
We begin Lent on March 1st.  Lent is described as a journey we go on to prepare ourselves for Easter.  It 

involved introspection and a thorough inventory on our lives and our faith as followers of Christ.  At the 
heart of it is an invitation to discipleship.  At Riviera there will be many opportunities for you to                

rediscover your living faith and I invite you to take on the Lenten discipline of participating in them.  
One of these important opportunities is for you to join with the session as they wrestle with how we will 
respond to the growing need to help the undocumented immigrant in our midst.  We will talk and find 

the path God is calling us to join with other congregations, to follow, or to lead in being Christ’s disciples 
today. 
 

Jesus calls us to action.  Please join me and members of the session in the church Library at 10:15 on 
March 5thth and 12th as we discuss and pray about how we can provide the care and love to the               
immigrant in our community that Christ calls us to offer. 

 
In Love and In Christ, 

Missy 
The Rev. Martha M. Shiverick 

If you are interested in learning more 

about Riviera, please come for             

conversations about membership on 

March 19 and March 26 at 9:30am in my 

office.  

—Missy 
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https://www.gofundme.com/ukirk-rpc?ssid=754667139&pos=1 

Greetings and happy Spring, 
 

One of the key pieces of our work at University of Miami has been to engage and partner with other existing campus          
ministries, and work together in this ministry God has called us to.  I’m happy to share that after several conversations 
with our partners at the Episcopal Student Center, United Wesley Foundation, Hillel Student Center and members of 
Catholic Campus Ministry, on February 27th we launched our initial event. We hosted the first of what we hope will               
become monthly opportunities to engage in Interfaith Dialogue and Conversations.   
 

This Thursday, March 2nd, we have the opportunity to come together once again, this time sponsored by the LGBTQ            
Student Center, as we host an interfaith panel conversation about faith and the LGBTQ Community from our diverse faith 
traditions.  We hope these conversations will fruitful and healthy conversations that will affirm the diversity of God’s holy 
creation.   
 

While I will be out for two weeks this month, for Transitional Ministry training and the NEXT Church Conference, upon my 
return, I continue the work of building partnerships with campus ministries at UM through intentional collaboration. 
 

My hope and prayer is that these opportunities will become a common fabric of religious life at University of Miami.  As 
we begin Lent this week, I also invite you to be intentional in your prayers for the work of interfaith dialogue UKirk@RPC 
can foster at UM and its impact on the student body, faculty and staff. 
 

May the God of creation, the God of hope and the God who carefully listens to our deepest prayers be with you this Len-
ten season. 
 

Danny Morales, 
Director of University Ministries 

Worship News 

Sundays at 11:00am 
Sunday, March 5, 2017—Communion Sunday—The Devil Made Me Do It!—Rev. Martha Shiverick 
Sunday, March 12, 2017—Elder Chuck Hannemann Preaching 
Sunday, March 19, 2017– Lessons From Hanging Out with the Other Crowd-Rev. Martha Shiverick 
Sunday, March 26, 2017—Who Is Really Equipped to Serve? - Rev. Martha Shiverick 
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Young Adult Volunteer Report 

Jillian Gardner 

Community is one of the core tenets of the YAV program. We 

enjoy spending time with one another and exploring the city! 

Recently we went to the Habitat for Humanity Blitz Build 

where we took part in day 11 of 12 in the building of a home. 

We also enjoy talking with our spiritual director, having             

discussions in parks, attending Heat games and so much 

more!  
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Christian Education News 

Children will be learning about spiritual disciplines during 

Lent as well as hear from older members of the                     

congregation about their life experiences.  

 

Want to get a glimpse into the sermon on Sunday morning? Come 
to Theology Over Morning Java Sundays at 9:30am in the church 
library.  

The Women’s Study group will meet on Thursday, March 16at 
7:00pm in the church library.  Discussion will be on Chapter Five of 
“An Abiding Hope”. 

Theology Uncorked will meet on Sunday, 

March 12th at 5pm at Titanic Restaurant 

and Brewery.  

All are invited for stimulating conversation 

on current topics, good food and drink and 

company.  

Thank you to the Youth for a successful Souper Bowl 

Sunday. We meet our goal of $550 for the Riviera Food 

Pantry.  Thank you to Jordan Armour who took the lead 

in preparation of this delicious meal.   
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Christian Education News 

Eating and Drinking with Jesus: Table Manners for Peacemakers 

You are invited to a          

five-session study that           

examines the historical             

Jesus.  

It describes how the meals 

he shared  reveal the            

kingdom he proclaimed.   

This study will help us “see 

the world through the eyes 

of Christ,” so that we may 

be centered in this vision 

as we continue on our life-

long peacemaking journey. 

Starting March 5—April 2—

following worship.               

A simple lunch will be 

served.  

 

Please RSVP on our Facebook Event or contacting the church office.  
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March Birthdays 
Jim Carpenter—3 

Robbie Adams –6 

Doreen Ruggiero –8 

Robert Friedhoff –13 

Allison Anderson –14 

Karen Picciano –14 

Warren Broome—20 

Raymond King—23 

Stanley Schoenblatt—26 

Fellowship & Community News 

“Pipe Dreams” 
Organ Recital with Dr. Warren Broome 

March 11th  

from 7-9pm 

Please RSVP to rivierachurch@gmail.com 

or call 305-666-8586x3 

Love offering  

accepted 

Our youngest chef, had a 

great time whipping up 

French Toast on Shrove 

Tuesday.  

RPC YARD SALE March 25 

8am—1pm 

mailto:rivierachurch@gmail.com
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Fellowship & Community News ... 

Our sympathies and prayers are extended, to former 

church member,  Sue Krehbiel  on the death of her  

father.  

February at RPC 

You are the 

Salt of the 

Earth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making            

everyone 

smile  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. 

Frank             

Yamada, 

President of  

McCormick 

Theological  

Seminary  

 


